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February 15, 2007

. Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
Attention CMS 2238-P Mail Stop C4-26-05
7500 Security Blvd

Baltimore, Maryland 21244-1850

Subject: Medicaid Program: Prescription Drugs; AIV[P Regulation
CMS 2238-P RIN 0938-A020

I am pleased to have the opportumty to submit these comments to the Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services (CMS) regarding CMS’ December 20, 2006, proposed regulation that would
provide a regulatory definition of AMP as well as implement the new Medicaid Federal Upper
Limit (FUL) program for generic drugs. I am a student pharmacist at the Samford University
McWhorter School of Pharmacy and am interested in community retail pharmacy practice. 1
work at Little Drugs,'a community retail pharmacy located at 510 South Main Street Sweetwater,
TN and'I am familiar with the challenges in retail pharmacy practice.

1. Definition of “Retail Class of Trade” — Removal of PBMs and Mail Order Pharmacies

CMS is proposing an overly broad inclusive definition of “retail class of trade” for use in
determining the AMP used in calculating the FULs. The proposed regulatory definition of AMP
would not reflect the prices at which retail pharmacies can purchase medications. Only
manufacturers’ sales to wholesalers for drugs sold to traditional retail pharmacies should be
included in the AMP definition. Excluding PBMs and mail order pharmacies from the AMP
determination recognizes that these are not community pharmacies, where the vast majorlty of
Medicaid clients have prescriptions dlspensed Mail order pharmacies do not meet the “open to
the public” distinction, as they require unique contractual relationships for service to be provided
to patients. PBMs do not purchase prescription drugs from a manufacturer or wholesaler or
dlspense drugs to the general public. Both these types of organizations do not dispense to the

“general public” and, therefore, should be excluded from the information used in the calculation
of the AMP to be used for determining an FUL. The more extensive comments submitted by the
Tennessee Pharmacists Association have addressed differentiation, consistency with federal
policy, and the benefits of excluding these data elements.

2. Calculation of AMP — Removal of Rebates, 'Concessions to PBMs and Mail Order
Pharmacies

AMP should reflect prices paid by retail pharmacies. Including the elements defined in the
proposed regulations is counter to Congressional intent. Rebates and other concessions paid by
manufacturers to entities such as mail order pharmacies and PBMs are not shared with '
community retail pharmacies and, thus, do not reduce the prices pharmacies pay for drugs and are’
not available to the “general public.” These rebates and concessions must be excluded from the
- calculation of the AMP used to determine the FULs

* While the AMP data is not currently publicly available, so that retail pharmacies can actually
determine what the relationship will be between the proposed AMP-based FULs and the prices
retail pharmacies pay to acquire the drugs, the GAO has conducted an analysis of this
relationship. The GAO used the highest expenditure and the highest use drugs for Medicaid in




the analysis. The GAO reported that retail pharmacies will be reimbursed, on average, 36% less
than their costs to purchase the drugs included in the analysis. A business can not be sustained if
it is forced to continuously sell its products below its actual acquisition costs.

The CMS claims that almost all stores sell goods other than prescription drugs, and that overall
sales average more than twice as much as prescription drug sales. This is not the case.in the
pharmacy in which I work, where the majority of our business comes from prescription drugs
What the “other sales” in the pharmacy are should not be used in any decision regarding
determination of the FULs. FUL pricing should be based solely on the pricés retail pharmacies
pay for drugs.

3. Removal of Medicaid Data

Medicaid pricing is heavily regulated by the state and federal governments. Medicaid should be
treated consistently with other federal payor programs, and also be excluded from AMP in the
proposed regulation.

4. Manufacturer Data Reporting for Price Determination — Address Market Lag and
Potential for Manipulation

The actual implementation of the AMP Regulation could create an avenue for market
manipulation. The risk of both price fluctuations and market manipulation, due to timing of
manufacturer reporting and the extended ability to revise reported data, are amplified under the
proposed structure. In order to address these concerns, the Tennessee Pharmacists Association
(TPA) proposes a “trigger mechanism” whereby severe price fluctuations are promptly addressed
by CMS. Furthermore, the TPA comments on the lack of clanty on “claw back” from
manufacturer reporting error. -

5. Use of 11-Digit NDC versus 9-Digit NDC

We believe that CMS should use the 11-digit AMP value for the most commonly-dispensed
package size by retail pharmacies to calculate the FUL for a particular dosage form and strength
of a drug. Some drug products are sold in extremely large drums or package sizes (e.g., 5,000,
10,000, 25,000 or even 40,000 tablets or capsules) that are not practical for a typical retail
pharmacy to purchase due to the excess amount of product and carrying cost that would result
from holding this large quantity in inventory for a much longer than usual time. In some
community retail pharmacies, the product would go out of date before it could be dispensed. It
simply would not be feasible or practical to purchase in these quantities. The prices used to set the
limits should be based on the most common package size dispensed by retail pharmacies. Current
regulations specify that the FUL should be set on package sizes of 100 tablets or capsules or the
package size most commonly dispensed by retail pharmacies. These entities can only be captured
if the 11-digit package size is used.

- In conclusion, I support the more extensive comments that are being filed by the Tennessee
Pharmacists Association regarding this proposed regulation. I appreciate your consideration of
these comments and ask that you please contact me with any questions.

Sincerely,

Amanda Hayes

704 Overlook Drive
Morristown, TN 37813




cc:  Senator Lamar Alexander
Senator Bob Corker
John Litz .
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"~ Category : Pharmaclst . | ‘

Issue Areas/Comments
GENERAL

GENERAL

- Tam pleased to submit these comments to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) regarding CMSU
December 20, 2006 proposed regulation that would provide a regulatory definition of AMP as well as implement the
new Medicaid Federal upper limit (FUL) program for generic drugs. (My pharmacy(s) is located in Chambersburg,

: Pennsylvania We are a major provider of pharmacy services in the community and your consideration of these
_comments is essential.)

1. Definition of DRetail Class of Trade[] [] Removal of PBMs and Mail Order Pharmacies

Excluding PBMs and mail order pharmacies recognizes that these are not community pharmacies where the vast
majority of Medicaid clients have prescriptions dispensed. These organizations do not dispense to the Ogeneral
public.lJ The more extensive comments submitted by Pennsylvania Pharmacists Association have addressed
differentiation, consistency with federal policy, and the benefits of excluding these data elements

2. Calculation of AMP [0 Removal of Rebates, Concessions to PBMs and Mail Order Pharmacies
AMP should reflect prices paid by retail pharmacies. Including these elements is counter to Congressional intent.

3. Removal of Medicaid Data
« Including these data elements is Jbootstrapping(] the AMP calculation and does not recognize that Medicaid pricing is
heavily regulated by the state and federal governments.

4. Manufacturer Data Reporting for Price Determination [ Address Market Lag and Potential for Manipulation

~ The actual implementation of the AMP Regulation could create an avenue for market manipulation. The risk of both
price fluctuations and market manipulation, due to timing of manufacturer reporting and the extended ability to revise
reported data, are amplified under the proposed structure. In order to address these concerns, Pennsylvania Pharmacists
Association proposes a (trigger mechanism (0 whereby severe price fluctuations are promptly addressed by CMS.
Furthermore, we comment on the lack of clarity on (Jclaw back(J from manufacturer reporting error.
5. Use of 11-Digit NDC versus 9-Digit NDC
We believe that CMS should use the 11-digit AMP value for the most commonly-dispensed package size by retail
pharmacies to calculate the FUL for a particular dosage form and strength of a drug. The prices used to set the limits
should be based on the most common package size dispensed by retail pharmacies Current regulations specify that the
FUL should be set on package sizes of 100 tablets or capsules or-the package size most commonly dispensed by retail
pharmacies. These entities can only be captured if the 11-digit package size is-used.

- In conclusion, I support the more extensive comments that are being filed by Pennsylvania Pharmacists Association
regarding this proposed regulation. 1 appreciate your consideration of these comments and ask that you please contact
us with any questions.

Sincerely,

https://aimscms.fda.gov:8443/'cmsView/dbcdispatchserv?error_page=/ErrorPage.j sp&r_ob... | 3/13/2008
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Wayne G. 'Myers Pharm.D .
Pharmacy Manager/Owner Norland Avenue Pharmacy
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oy _ " Family Planning Advocates of NYS
Y A 17 Elk Street
289 o Albany, New York 12207-1002

. Phone: (518)436-8408

R Y Fax: (518)436-0004

Website: www.fpaofnys.org

£

February 20, 2007

- Leslie V. Norwalk Esq.

Acting Administrator

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services'
Attention: CMS-2238-P

Mail Stop C4-26-05 °

7500 Security Boulevard

~ Baltimore, MD 21244-1850

RE: File Code CMS-2238-P/ RIN 0938-A020
Dear Administrator Norwalk:

Family Planning Advocates (FPA) is a nonprofit organization that represents family planning

providers in New York State, including the state’s twelve Planned Parenthood affiliates, hospital-

and non-hospital-based family planning health agencies, and a wide range of other health, ,

- community and social service organizations. New York’s family planning agencies serve a vital
role by providing quality, preventive health care to growmg numbers of low-income patlents in

-cost-efficient settmgs : :

Family planning agencies provide a range of preventive health services such as routine
. gynecological exams; screening for breast and cervical cancers, high blood pressure, anemia,

~ diabetes; health education; screening and treatment for sexually transmitted infections;
pregnancy testmg prenatal care or referral as well as contraceptive care. One of the most
important services our health centers offer is the provision of low cost oral contraceptive pills.
Many women who could not otherwise afford the cost of contraceptives are able to obtain them
from one of New York’s family planmng pr0v1ders

Many of the patients seen in New York’s family planning health agencies are uninsured or -

. underinsured, and for many patients, a family planning agency is their only source of health care.
In 20085, 65.1% of the patients seen in New York’s family planning agencies had income levels
at less than 100% of federal poverty level, and 22.2% had income levels between 101-150% of
federal poverty level. In 2005, 36.3% of patients seen in one of New York’s family planning
agencies were insured through the Medicaid program and almost 40% of the patients received
services on a sliding scale basis. . ' '




i,

New York’s family planning providers have been able to serve as safety net providers and meet
the needs of women in need of low-cost contraceptives because family planning providers have
historically been able to purchase contraceptive drugs from manufacturers willing to provide
them at nominal prices.

FPA is very concerned that the rule proposed to implement section 6001(d) of the Deficit -

- Reduction Act of 2005 (“DRA”) limits the ability of many vitally needed “safety net providers to

purchase nominally priced drugs. The proposed rule preserves the ability of only three kinds of
providers to purchase drugs at nominal prices: (I) 340B covered entities, (IT) intermediate care
facilities for the mentally retarded and (III) state owned or operated nursing homes. We are very
disappointed that CMS declined to identify other “safety net providers --as authorized in section
6001(d)(IV) of the DRA--that would be eligible for the nommal pricing exception. We do not
believe the proposed rule is sufficiently inclusive.

Almost all of New York’s family planning health agencies are Title X clinics, and therefore

- 340B covered entities.  Their ability to purchase oral contraceptives at very low prices is assured

for the time being, but we are concerned that the rule could have a detrimental impact in the
future. 340B status is not permanent and could be lost due to funding deficits in Title X or other
programs that qualify health providers for 340B status. If 340B status is lost, family planning
agencies still need protection as safety net providers. Additionally, we are aware that many

family planning providers, including many Planned Parenthood affiliates across the nation are no

longer eligible to purchase nominally priced drugs because of the failure to specifically define as
safety net providers those who provide a significant level of health care services to uninsured,
low-income and Medicaid patients. Clearly, the rule is not inclusive enough when health’

. providers who serve as vital safety need providers for vulnerable patient populations do not meet

the proposed definition of an entity eligible for the nominal price exemption.

We believe the proposed rule, .unless changed, will have a'negative impact on public health by
constricting women’s access to low-cost contraceptives. Family planning is a cost effective
public health strategy and actually saves money by preventing costlier health problems.
Unintended pregnancy can have wide ranging consequences for women and their families. When
pregnancies are planned, the number of high-risk pregnancies and births are reduced, and infant
and child health is improved. Expanding the proposed rule to include those safety net providers,
including those who once were, but are no longer eligible for the nominal price exemption, will
not have a negative impact on drug prices, and will serve to protect public health and prevent the
need for health care expenditures associated with unintended pregnancy.

We urge CMS to amend the proposed rule by defining “safety net provider” or giving health
providers who provide health care services to large numbers of uninsured, low-income and Medicaid
patients the ability to purchase nominally priced drugs.

Sincerely, . L

s 2=

JoAnn M. Srmth
President and CEO
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Issue Areas/Comments
Background

Background

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services ' ' i
Attention CMS 2238-P Mail Stop C4-26-05 ' '

7500 Security Blvd

Baltimore, Maryland 21244-1850

_ Subject: Medicaid Program: Prescription Drugs; AMP'Regulaljon
~ CMS 2238-P RIN 0938-A020

lam submlttmg comments today regarding the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) December 20, 2006, proposed regulation that would provide a
regulatory definition of average manufacturer s price (AMP) and implement the new Medicaid federal upper limit (FUL) program for generic drugs. The proposed
regulation, if adopted, would have a significant negative economic impact on my pharmacy, which is located in Grand Rapids. Pharmacy is a major provider of
pharmacy services in the community and your consideration of these comments i$ essential.

1. Definition of 'Retail Class of Trade Removal of PBMs and Mail Order Pharmacies

CMS ‘should exclude pharmacy benefits manégers (PBMs) and mail order pharmacies from the definition of retail pharmacy class of trade. PBMs and mail order
pharmacies are not community pharmacies, which is where the vast majority of Medicaid clients have prescriptions dispensed. These organizations do not dispense
to the general public. The definition of retail pharmacy class of trade should include mdependent pharmacnes independent pharmacy franchises, independent
chains, chain pharmacies, mass merchandiers and supermarket pharmacles

2. Calculation of AMP Removal of Rebates, Concessions to PBMs and Mail Order Pharmacies

If AMP is to represent the price of drugs bound for the retail pharmacy class of trade, it should include and excludé components according to their impact on the
acquisition price actually paid by the retail pharmacy class of trade. Nursing home pharmacies, PBMs and mail order pharmacies réceive discounts, rebates, and
price concessions that are not available to the community retail pharmacies, making them a fundamentally different class of trade. Given that retail pharmacies do
not benefit from these rebates and discounts, the resulting AMP would be lower than the acquisition cost paid by retail pharmacy for medications. Including these
elements is counter to Congressional intent. 3. Removal of Medicaid Data ,
Including Medicaid data elements in the calculation of AMP does not recogmze that Medicaid pricing is heavily regulated by the state and federal governments.
Medicaid, like the PBMs, does not purchase prescription drugs from a manufacturer or wholesaler or dispense drugs to the general public. Inclusion of Medicaid
data would have an artificial impact on market prices. Medicaid should be treated consistently with other federal payor programs and, therefore, be excluded from
AMP calculations in the proposed regulation.

4. Manufacturer Data Reporting for Price Determination Address Market Lag and Potential for Manipulation

Reporting of AMP data by the manufacturers on a quarterly basis versus a monthly or weekly basis does not address the issue of price fluctuations when they -

occur. CMS needs to address this concern and create an exceptions and appeals process, similar to Medicare Part D, which would allow any provider, including

a pharmacy, a mechanism to request a redetermination process for a FUL. The redetermination process should include a toll-free number that would be monitored

by CMS and include a specific timeframe in which the redetermination process must occur and a procedure by which a redetermined FUL would be updated This
' process would mitigate the risk of pricing lag and create a fair reimbursement mechanism for community phannacy that is timely.

Collection of Information
Requirements

Collection of Information Requirements

5. Use of 11-Digit NDC Versus Nine-Digit NDC
We believe that CMS should use the 11-digit NDC in the calcdlation of AMP since this is package size most commonly dispensed by retail pharmacies. The

* prices used to set the FUL should be based on the most common package size dispensed by retail pharmacies, not quantity sizes that would not be purchased
routinely by a community pharmacy. Current regulations specify that the FUL should be set on package sizes of 100 tablets or capsules or the package size most

. commonly dispensed by retail pharmacies. These entities can only be captured if the 11-digit package size is used. i

1 appreciate your consideration of these comments and support the more extensive comments that are ‘being filed by the Michigan Phannaclsts Assoclatlon
rcgarding this proposed regulation. Please feel free to contact me with any questions.

Sincerely,

Page 218 of 372 March 01 2007 01:35PM
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}77‘7’@
J&J Pharmacy "
527:Cedar Lane
Teaneck, New Jeru07666 _ o
201 836 7003 S : o - g e

VlA ELECTRONIC SU BMISSION

Leslie Norwalk

Acting Administrafor

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
Department of Health and Human Services
Attention: CMS-2238-P '
. Mail Stop C4-26-05

7500 Security Boulevard

Baltimore, MD 21244-1850

CMS file codé: CMS - 2238 -P -

Federal Reglster
Publication Date December 22, 2006

Dear Acting -Administrator Norwalk: T R T
[N YL
As an owner of an independent pharmacyfstore 1n New J ersey serve a d1verse Medrca1d pat1ent populatron
for pharmacy care needs, [ am very troubled.by. the CMS proposed regulatlon referenced above that seeks
to define and establish an average manufacters’.price (AMP) for generic prescriptions for the Medicaid
" program. This proposed rule has many problems that must be corrected in order to ensure that my
independent pharmacy:can afford to continue prov1de Medicaid generic pharmacy prescription services to
my Medicaid prescrrpnon patients without incurring unsustamable financial losses.
: t ’wt";_‘ T
Below are my spec1ﬁc comments on and recommended changes to the proposed rule:
' : “’ ‘.j ' + vy _! .f;"l'»a, ‘-~_r,
Enclusmn of all mall order pharmacy pruces in retall pharmacy class of trade v ;
R T . CF % ety
-Public Access Deﬁnes Retail Pharmac Class of Trade ‘ T e e

CMS is correct to exclude hospital and nursrng home sales from the retail pharmacy class of trade

for two reasons. First, hospital and nursing home pharmacies are extended prices not available to
retail pharmacy. Second, nursing hormies and hospitals.are not deemed to,be “publicly accessible.”
Mail order facilities are operated almost exclusively by PBMs, and as such they meet both.of these

criteria. Mail order facilities are extended special prices and they are not publicly accessible in the °

way that brick and mortar pharmacies are publicly access1ble Sales to mail order facilities should -

not be included in calculating the AMP.+ =« . . 4cior SERESEI

* ' o B t . . . . ’ .
“Retail pharmacy class of trade” deﬁnition shonld-only include independent pharmacies,
independent pharmacy franchises, independent chains, traditional chains, mass merchants and.
supermarket pharmacies — a definition that currently encompasses'some 55 OOO retarl pharmacy
locations. :



Allowing the use of 12-month rolling average estimates of all lagged discounts for AMP.

AMP Must Be Reported Weekly

There are frequent changes in drug prices that are NOT accurately captured by a monthly
reporting period. Under the proposed rule, manufactures supply CMS the pricing data 30 days
after the month closes, which means that the published pricing data will be at least 60 days behind
the market place pricing. Invoice pricing to community pharmacy, however, continues to change
daily. In order to accurately realize market costs and reimburse retail pharmacy accordingly, AMP
data must be reported weekly rather than by using a 12 month rolling average.

£

Use of the 11-digit NDC to calculate AMP.

AMP Must Be Reported At The 11-Digit NDC to Ensure Accuracy

We concur with the many reasons CMS offers in support of an 11-digit NDC calculation of the
FUL. CMS suggests calculating the FUL at the 11 digit NDC would offer advantages to the
program; will align with State Medicaid drug payments based on package size, will allow greater
transparency, and would not be 51gmﬁcant1y more dlfﬁcult than calculatmg the FUL from the 9
digit code.

Pharmacies already purchase the most economical package size as determined by individual
pharmacy volume. Pharmacies should not be mandated by CMS to purchase in excess of need just.
. to attain a limited price differential.

Additionally; based on the GAO study on Medicaid Federal Upper Limits, a FUL based on the 9-
dight NDC would NOT adequately cover pharmacy acquisition cost. The 11-digit NDC must be
used when ca]culatmg the FUL.

Assessment of impact on smaII pharmacies, particularly in low income areas with high
volume of Medicaid patients. '

Impact on small @rmacies demonstrated by (General Accountability Office (GAQO) findings

The GAO findings demonstrate the devastating impact the proposed rule will have on small
independent pharmacies. No business can stay in operation while experiencing a 36% loss on
each transaction. This deficit cannot be overcome by aggressive purchasing practices, rebates,
generic rebates or even adequate dispensing fees.

The impact on independent pharmacies also cannot be mitigated by an increase in state-set
dispensing fees. IF state Medicaid programs take the suggested initiatives of the CMS Medicaid
Roadmap and increase these dispensing fees, states are still prohibited from exceeding the FUL in
the aggregate on prescription reimbursements. It is also unlikely that states would set
dispensing fees high enough to cover the average $10.50 per prescription cost of dlspensmg

- as, determined by the most recently completed Cost of Dlspensmg Study.

-Conducted by the accounting firm Grant Thornton, LLP, the Cost of Dispensing study used data
from over 23,000 community pharmacies and 832 million prescriptions to determine national cost
of dispensing figures as well as state level cost of dispensing information for 46 states. This
landmark national study was prepared for the Coalition for Community Pharmacy Action (CCPA)
with financial support from the Community Pharmacy Foundation. :




If these dispensing costs, in addition to drug acquisition costs, are not covered,
pharmacies simply cannot afford to continue participation in the Medicaid
program. By law, CMS cannot mandate minimum dispensing fees for the Medicaid program;
however, the proposed rule must provide a comprehensive definition on Cost to Dispense for
states to consider when setting Dispensing Fees.

CMS Must Employ a Complete Definition on Cost to Dispense
PRt y
The Definition of “Dispensing Fee” does not reflect the true costs to pharmacists/pharmacies to
dispense Medicaid drugs. This definition must include valuable pharmacist time spent doing any
and all of the activities needed to provide prescnptlons and counseling such as communicating by
.telephone, fax and email with state Medicaid agencies and PBMs, entering in billing information;
and other real costs such as rent, utilitiés and mortgage payments.

Community pharmacists regularly provide pick-up and delivery, house calls and third party
administrative help to beneficiaries. Most importantly, they provide an important health, safety
and counseling service by having knowledge of their patients’ medical needs and can weigh them
against their patients’ personal preferences when working to ensure that a doctor’s prescription
leads to the best drug regimen for the patient.

Policing and Oversigm Process for AMP and Best Price Must Be Included

The new proposed Dual Purpose of AMP requires that AMP be calculated and reported properly
and accurately. Both the GAO and the HHS Office of Inspector General have issued reports citing
historical variances in the reporting and calculation of AMP. While some of these concerns will
be corrected in the new rule, CMS has not-proposed nor defined a policing and oversight process
for AMP and Best Price calculation, reporting and auditing.

All calculations should be independently verifiable with a substantial level of trarrsparency to
eensure accurate calculations. An AMP-based reimbursement that underpays commumty pharmacy
_ will have dire consequences for patient care and access.

In summary, the proposed rule needs to be senously revised and resubmitted for public comments
in order to address the following issues:

0 The formula for AMP-based Federal Upper Limits (FULs) in the proposed rule will not cover
pharmacy acquisition costs for multiple-source generic medications

o Average Manufacturer Price (AMP) was never intended to serve as a basis for reimbursement. -

a To be an apprOpriate.'benchmark, AMP must be defined to reflect the actual cost paid by retail
pharmacy. This will be accomplished by

1. ‘EXcluding all rebates and price concessions made by manufacturers which are NOT
available to retail pharmacy.

2. Excluding all mail order facilities and PBM priCing from AMP calculation. Mail order
Jacilities and PBMs are extended special prices from manufacturers and they are not
publicly accessible in the way that brick and mortar pharmacies are publicly accessible.

Q Reporting AMP at the 11-digit NDC level to ensure accuracy.




Thank ydu for the opportunity to submit my comments on this proposed rule and I hope you will seﬁously
revise this proposal in order to ensure the continued access of Medicaid prescription patients to their

commumty-based pharrna01es

Respectfully,

- Michael Fedida R.Ph.-
- *J&J Pharmacy
- 527 Cedar Lane
- Teaneck NJ 07666




CMS-2238-P-1306

Submitter : Dr. Gary Raines . . - Date: 02/20/2007
Organization :  Setzer Pharm_acy ' '
Category : Pharmacist

Issue Areas/Comments
Reguiatory Impact Analysis

" Regulatory Impact Analysis
CMS 2238-P Rin 0938-A020
I with to submit these.comments to CMS regardmg CMS's Dec 20, 2006 proposed regulations that would prov1de a regulatory definition of AMP as well as
implement the new Medicaid FUL program for generic drugs. I am a pharmacy owner located in St Paul, MN. We are a major provider of phey services in the
community and your consideration of these comments is essential:
1. Remove PBM and Mail Order from Retail Class of Trade
-the creates consistency in the Reglation
-this conforms definition with market reality
2. Implement a Trigger Mechanism
-this would address severe price fluctuations
-it would also mitigate the risk of Pricing Lag
3. Usc of 11 digit NDC versus 9 digit NDC
-this represents the most common package size dispensed in retail phannacnes
I support the more extensive comments that are being filed by the MN Pharmacist Association regardmg this proposed regulation. I appreciate your conmderatnon
of these comments and ask that you please contact me with any questions.
Sincerely,
Gary Raines
Setzer Pharmacy
St. Paul, MN

\w
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CMS-2238-P-1307

Submiitter : Ms. Darrah Johnson ] . Date: 02/20/2007
Organization:  Planned Parenthood of San Diego & Riverside ' l
Category : Health Care Provider/Association

Issue Areas/Comments ' '

Background

: Backg;ound

As you know, effective last month, only three kinds of providers are allowed to purchase drugs at nominal prices: 340B coveréd entities, intermediate care
facilities for the mentally retarded and state owned or operated nursing homes. Currently, PPSDRC s clinics are Title X clinics, and therefore 340B covered
entities. For now, our 340B status allows us to purchase contraceptive drugs at nominal prices. However, having our eligibility for nominal prices tied to a
federal funding source puts us in a vulnerable position. 340B is not a permanent designation. Given potential future fundmg constraints, our 340B status could
be jeopardized and our eligibility for nommal drug pricing would subsequently disappear.

Planned Parenthood of San Diego & vaersnde Counties serves as a key safety net provider to our commuiiities. Our ability to continue to do so rests with our
ability to purchase contraceptive drugs at a nominal price. Therefore, we were deeply disappointed when CMS did not define safety net provider or apply the
ability to purchase nominally priced drugs to other safety net providers in the proposed rule.

We sincerely hope that the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) will reconsider and exercise its authority to name other safety net providers that
would be eligible to purchase drugs at nominal prices without affecting the best price calculation. Planned Parenthood of San Diego & Riverside Counties is
clearly a safety net provider and we strongly urge CMS to inelude in its definition of safety net providers nonprofit, outpatient clinics like ours. :

If Planned Parenthood of San Diego & Riverside Counties should ever lose its 340B designation and is not considered a safety net provider, it is likely thatas
many as 58,900 of our low-income clients would lose much needed care.

N

Respectfully submitted by,

Darrah D. Johnson ' ' . V ' .
President & CEO- - ‘
Planned Parenthood of San Diego & Riverside Counties :

1075 Camino del Rio S.
San Diego, CA 92108 : - .
(619) 881-4500 2 : : . . ] _ .

GENERAL

GENERAL
February 20, 2007

Leslie V. Norwalk, Esq.

Acting Administrator

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

Attention: CMS-2238-P .

Mail Stop C4-26-05 ) : )
7500 Security Boulevard :

Baltimore, MD 21244-1850

RE: File Code CMS-2238-P
Dear Administrator Norwalk:

1 am the President & CEO of Planned Parenthood of San Diego & Riverside Counties (PPSDRC) located in Southern California. We serve a three-county area
that includes San Diego, Riverside and Imperial Counties. The area we serve comprises 16,000 square miles and $ million people, a population larger than the
state of Colorado. Our affiliate operates 19 not-for-profit outpatient clinics and serves approximately 250,000 patients annually in our three-county region.
PPSDRC provides a range of reproductive health care services at low or no cost to the uninsured or underinsured population.

While PPSDRC, with 114,000 patients and 230,000 patient visits annually, is the largest reproductive health care community clinic in the area, there is still
significant need for family planning services among the low-income populations. According to the California State Office of Family Planning (Family PACT),
the unmet need for family planning services for people i in California at or below 200% of the federal poverty level is 59% in San Diego, 66% in Riverside County
and 70% in Imperial County. .

70% of bur patients are below the federal poverty level (FPL) and 94% of our patients fall below 200% FPL. All of these patients are eligible for public funding.
The rest of our patients are low-income and uninsured but may not be eligible for public funding. We have a sliding scale for those clients who are uninsured.
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As a community clinic, our sliding scale slides down to $0 because it is our policy never to deny services regardless of a client s ability to pay.

A vast majority of our patients (89%) come to us for family planning and birth control services with oral contraceptives constituting 54% of the birth control
dispénsed. A key comporient of our ability to serve the community is maintaining the ability to provide oral contraceptive pills at prices far below retail prices to
populations of women who otherwise couldn t afford these pills.

As you can see, the demand for low or no-cost reproductive health care services in our region is huge. In order to meet our clients needs, PPSDRC relies on
nominal drug pricing for contraceptive drugs, especially oral contraceptives.
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Submitter : -Mr. Mike Cantrell
Organization :  Longs Drug Stores
Category : ‘Drug Industry
Issue Areas/Comments

GENERAL

GENERAL

Seé Attachment

' CMS-2238-P-1308-Attach-1 PDF

CMS-2238-P-1308 o

Date: 02/20/2007

Page 225 of 372 March 01 2007 01:35 PM




Fe]
o A
T

General Offices: 141 North Civic Drive, PO. Box 5222, Wainut Creek, California 94596, (925) 937-1170

Leslie V.

February 20, 2007

Norwalk, Esq.

Acting Administrator

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
200 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20201

Dear Acting Administrator Norwalk:

_ In response to CMS's proposed regulation associated with the definition of Average Manufacturers’ Price
(AMP) relative to the Deficit Reduction Act of 2005 (DRA), | ask that you kindly consider the following remarks.

Accurate Reflection: Theoretically, AMP will closely approximate prices paid by retail pharmacies for
medication. We are concerned that the proposed definition fails to satisfy that primary ambition. The
United States Government Accountability Office’s (GAO) report, dated December 22, 2006, addressed to
Congressman Joe Barton tends to support our concemn with its finding that when AMP-based FULs were
applied, most drugs in the GAO’s sample would be reimbursed at prices lower than average retail
pharmacy acquisition costs. The final definition of AMP must accurately reflect prices paid for drugs in
the retail class of trade. _ _ .

Postpone Publication: Given the importance and complexity associated with accurate and consistent AMP
figures, CMS’s decision in 2006 to delay the release of AMP data was prudent. Publication of a data set -
that has yet to be defined could result in tremendous confusion and misuse of that data. CMS’s prudence
sets the proper precedent—withhold publication of AMP data until such time as the final rule has been
determined. ‘

With the commencement of the Medicare Part.D Drug Benefit, many Medicaid pharmacy claims migrated
to a lower reimbursement schedule associated with Part D, having a dramatic adverse impact on many pharmacies.
The DRA’s change in the calculgtion of FUL prices will likely compound that deleterious effect.

Few dispute the value de%ivercd by the pharmacy industry in response to hurricane Katrina. The presence of
retail pharmacies in the ravaged area enabled countless victims to have access to life sustaining medications. The
obvious benefits derived from that access is now threatened by the adverse consequences associated with the DRA’s

" mandate

of AMP adoption. Careful deliberation associated with the definition of AMP is of paramount importance

to the retail pharmacy industry and the patients it serves.

Thank you for your kind consideration of these remarks.

MLC/me

i

Sincerefy.

LONGS DRUG STORES CALIFORNIA, INC.

“e

7F ey N
Michael Cantrell

Vice President Professional Services
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Submitter : = Walter Cwietniewicz : . _ Date: 02/20/2007
Organization :  Ellis Phy
Category : * Pharmacist
- Issue Areas/Comments
GENERAL §
GENERAL '

Calculation of AMP shou! only include independent phy & ind chains & should exclude mail order. CMS should exclude rebates paid to PBM from AMP
calculation-they aren't offered to retail phy!- AMP data must be reported weekly! AMP pricing must use 11 digit NDC-I can't buy in 100,000's.-Accounting
firm of Grant Thornton LLP found dispensing fee shoul be 10.50 per rx -need this if lowering drug prices!!! WE need a fair reimbursement for our time & work-
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Submiitter :

Organization :

Category : Health Care Professional or Association

Issue Areas/Comments '
GENERAL

GENERAL
See Attachment

'CMS-2238-P-1310-Attach-1.DOC

CMS-2238-P-1310-Attach-2.DOC
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND. HUMAN SERVICES - -
CENTERS FOR MEDICARE AND 'MEDICAID SERIVICES .
OFFICE OF STRATEGIC OPERATIONS & REGULATORY AFFAIRS

L e

Please note: We did not receive the attachment that was cited in-
this comment. We are not able to receive attachments that have been
prepared in excel or zip files. Also, the gommehter must click the
yellow “Attach File” -button to forward the;attachment.

Please direct your questions or comments to 1-800 743-3951.
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Submitter : Mrs. Amanda Stubbiefield
Organization : University of Tennessee College of Pharmacy
Category : Pharmacist
Issue Areas/Comments
GENERAL
GENERAL -
See Attachment

CMS-2238-P-1311-Attach-1.DOC
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February 20, 2007

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
Attention CMS 2238-P Mail Stop C4- 26 05
7500 Security Blvd

Baltimore, Maryland 21244-1850

Subject ‘Medicaid Program Prescription Drugs; AMP Regulatlon
' CMS 2238-P RIN 0938-A020

I'am pleased to have the opportunity to submit these comments to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services (CMS) regarding CMS’ Decernber 20, 2006, proposed regulation that would provide a regulatory
definition of AMP as well as implement the new Medicaid Federal Upper Limit (FUL) program for generic drugs.
I am a student pharmacist at the University of Tennessée College of Pharmacy and am interested in community .
retail pharmacy practice. 1 work have worked at Longley Pharmacy, a community retail pharmacy located at 7 85
Chickamauga Avenue, Rossville, GA, and I am familiar with the challenges in retail pharmacy practice.

1. Definition of “Retail Class of Trade” — Removal of PBMs and Mail Order Pharmacies
CMS is proposing an overly broad inclusive definition of “retail class of trade” for use in determining the AMP
used in calculating the FULSs. The proposed regulatory definition of AMP would not reflect the prices at which
retail pharmacies can purchase medications. Only manufacturers’ sales to-wholesalers for drugs sold to

traditional retail pharmacies should be included in the AMP definition. Excluding PBMs and mail order
pharmacies from the AMP determination recognizes that these are not community pharmacies, where the vast
majority of Medicaid clients have prescriptions dispensed. Mail order pharmacies do-not meet the “open to the
public” distinction, as they require unique contractual relationships for service to be provided to patients. PBMs = .
do not purchase prescription drugs from a manufacturer or wholesaler or dispense drugs to the general public.

Both these types of organizations do not dispense to the “general public” and, therefore, should be excluded from
the information used in the calculation of the AMP to be used for determining an FUL. The more extensive

" comments submitted by the Tennessee Pharmacists Association have addressed differentiation, con31stency with
'federal policy, and the benefits of excluding these data elements.

2. Calculation of AMP — Removal of Rebates, Concessions to PBMs and Mail Order Pharmacies

AMP should reflect prices paid by retail pharmacies. Including the elements defined in the proposed regulations
is counter to Congressional intent. Rebates and other concessions paid by manufacturers to entities such as mail
order pharmacies and PBMs are not shared with community retail pharmacieés and, thus, do not reduce the prices
pharmacies pay for drugs and are not available to the “general public.” These rebates and concessions must be
excluded from the calculation of the AMP used to determme the FULs.

Whlle the AMP data is not currently publicly avallable, so that retail pharmacies can actually determine what the
relationship will be between the proposed AMP-based FULSs and the prices retail pharmacies pay to acquire the
drugs, the GAO has conducted an analysis of this relationship. The GAO used the highest expenditure and the
highest use drugs for Medicaid in the analysis. The GAO reported that retail pharmacies will be reimbursed, on.
average, 36% less than their costs to purchase the drugs included in the analysis. A business can not be sustained
- if it is forced to continuously sell its products below its actual acquisition costs.




The CMS claims that almost ail stores sell goods other than prescription drugs, and that overall sales average

more than twice as much as prescription drug sales. This is not the case in the pharmacy in which I worked,

where the majority of our business came from prescription drugs. What the “other sales” in the pharmacy are

should not be used in any decision regarding determination of the FULs. FUL pricing should be based solely on
* the prices retail pharmacies pay for drugs.

‘ 3. Removal of Medicaid Data

Medicaid pricing is heavily regulated by the state and federal governments. Medicaid should be treated
consistently with other federal payor programs, and also be excluded from AMP in the proposed regulation.

4. Manufacturer Data Reportmg for Price Determmatlon Address Market Lag and Potential for
Mampulatlon

The actual implementation of the AMP Regulation could create an avenue for market manipulation. The risk of
both price fluctuations and market manipulation, due to timing of manufacturer reporting and the extended ability
~ to revise reported data, are amplified under the proposed structure. In order to address these concerns, the
Tennessee Pharmacists Association (TPA) proposes a “trigger mechanism” whereby severe price fluctuations are
promptly addressed by CMS. Furthermore, the TPA comments on the lack of clarity on ““claw back” from
- manufacturer reporting error. '

5. Use of 11-Digit NDC versus 9-Digit NDC

We believe that CMS should use the 11-digit AMP value for the most commonly-dispensed package size by retail
pharmacies to calculate the FUL for a particular dosage form and strength of a drug. Some drug products are sold

~ in extremely large drums or package sizes (e.g., 5,000, 10,000, 25,000 or even 40,000 tablets or capsules) that are

" not practical for a typical retail pharmacy to purchase due to the excess amount of product and carrying cost that
would result from holding this large quantity in inventory for a much longer than usual time. In some community °
retail pharmacies, the product would go out of date befare it could be dispensed. It simply would not be feasible
or practical to purchase in these quantities. The prices used to set the limits should be based on the most common
package size dispensed by retail pharmacies. Current regulations specify that the FUL should be set on package
sizes of 100 tablets or capsules or the package size most commonly dispensed by retail pharmacies. These ent1t1es

can only be captured if the 11-digit package size is used. :

In conclusion, I support the more extensive commients that are being filed by the Tennessee Pharmacists
Association regarding this proposed regulation. I appreciate your con31derat10n of these comments and ask that
you please contact me with any questions.

Sincerely,

Amanda Stubblefield
1613 W. 53 Street -
Ch_attan’ooga, TN 37409

cc:  Senator Lamar Alexander
Senator Bob Corker
Representative Zach Wamp
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Submitter : Mr. James Cammarata B Date: 02/20/2007
Organization:  Valley Pharmacy .

Catégory : Pharmacist

Issue Areas/Comments

GENERAL' ' ' ' . . .
GENERAL '

Historically and currently, community retail pharmacy has beén THE leader in the health professions with regard to efficienciés in delivering health care to the
gencra.l public. It is exactly because of these efficiences (computer technology, robotics,etc) that pharmacy in particular has been targeted as a primary area to
“cutback" reimbursements in order to contro! bealth costs. ;

Presently, retail pharmacy is existing on the thinnest of margins while offering the general public the best phammcy care of all pharmacy service venues. It is
NOT possible to reduce reimbursement levels to any further extent; to do so would eliminate retail pharmacy as it exists today.
The current proposed AMP-based FULs would significantly reduce reimbursement on generic drugs to the retail community pharmacy to the point where it will
no longer be possible for these pharmacies to exist. The arrived at AMP-based FULS, according to the GAO, are predominately BELOW acquisition costs for the
retail sector. AMP-based FUL: for the retail class of trade must be derived from true acquisition for pharmaceuticals available to the retail class. An accurate

- determination of such acquisition costs plus an equitable fee will ensure that not only will retail community pharmacy remain. to service the American public, but
also ensure that the highest utilization of cost saving generic drugs will decrease significantly the overall cost to CMS with regard to pharmaceuticals. Under the
current proposed AMP-based FULs, pharmacies would do better fmancxally to dispense high-priced brand drugs whenever possible, as the product reimbursement
would be higher. Do we want this scenario? ;
Under the present proposed provisions, it will not be long before most, if not all, independent and small chain pharmacies w1ll be forced out of business. If
CMS, our legislators, and the general public are willing to accept that scenario, then there is no need to change the proposed provisions.
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Submitter : Mrs. Rebecca Tallent
Organization :  Little Drugs '
Category:  Other Techuician
Issue Areas/Comments

GENERAL

GENERAL

See Attachment

CMS-2238-P-1313-Attach-1.DOC
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February 15, 2007

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
Attention CMS 2238-P Mail Stop C4-26-05
7500 Security Blvd :

Baltimore, Maryland 21244-1850

Subject: Medicaid Progfafn: Prescription Drugs; AMP Regulation
CMS 2238-P RIN 0938-A020

I am pleased to have the opportunity to submit these comments to the Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services (CMS) regarding CMS’ December 20, 2006, proposed regulation that would
provide a regulatory definition of AMP as well as implement the new Medicaid Federal Upper
Limit (FUL) program for generic drugs. I ama phai‘macy technician at Little Drugs, located at
510 South Main Street, Sweetwater, TN. We are a major provider of pharmacy services in the
community, and your consideration of these comments is essential. :

1. _Deﬁniti(m of “Retail Class of Trade” - Removal of PBMs and Mail Order Pharmacies

- CMS is proposing an overly broad inclusive definition of “retail class of trade” for use in
determining the AMP used in calculating the FULs. The proposed regulatory definition of AMP
would not reflect the prices at which retail pharmacies can purchase medications. Only
manufacturers’ sales to wholesalers for drugs sold to traditional retail pharmacies should be
included in the AMP definition. Excluding PBMs and mail order pharmacies from the AMP
determination recognizes that these are not community pharmacies, where the vast majority of
Medicaid clients have prescriptions dispensed. Mail order pharmacies do not meet the “open to
the public” distinction, as they require unique contractual relationships for service to be provided
to patients. PBMs do not purchase prescription drugs from a manufacturer or wholesaler or
dispense drugs to the general public. Both these types of organizations do not dispense to the
“general public” and, therefore, should be excluded from the information used in the calculation
of the AMP to be used for determining an FUL. The more extensive comments submitted by the
Tennessee Pharmacists Association have addressed differentiation, consistency with federal
policy, (and the benefits of excluding these data elements. -

2. Calculation of AMP — Removal of Rebates, Concessions to PBMs and Mail Order
Pharmacies ' '

AMP should reflect prices paid by retail pharmacies. Including the elements defined in the
proposed regulations is counter to Congressional intent. Rebates and other concessions paid by -
manufacturers to entities such as mail order pharmacies and PBM:s are not shared with
community retail pharmacies and, thus, do not reduce the prices pharmacies pay for drugs and are
‘not available to the “general public.” These rebates and concessions must be excluded from the
calculation of the AMP .used to determine the FULs.

While the AMP data is not currently publicly available, so that retail pharmacies can actually
determine what the relationship will be between the proposed AMP-based FULs and the prices
retail pharmacies pay to acquire the drugs, the GAO has conducted an analysis of this -
relationship. The GAO used the highest expenditure and the highest use drugs for Medicaid in
the analysis. The GAO reported that retail pharmacies will be reimbursed, on average, 36% less
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than their costs to purchase the drugs included in the analysis. ' A business can not be sustained if
it is forced to continuously sell its products below its actual acquisition costs.

The CMS claims that almost all stores sell goods other than prescription drugs, and that overall
sales average more than twice as much as prescription drug sales. This is not the case in the
pharmacy in which I work, where the majority of our business comes from prescription drugs.
What the “other sales” in the pharmacy are should not be used in any decision regarding
determination of the F ULs FUL pricing should be based solely on the prices retail pharmacies
pay for drugs.

£

3. Removal of Medicaid Data

Medicaid pricing is heavily regulated by the state'and federal governments. Medicaid should be
treated consistently with other federal payor programs, and also be excluded from AMP in the
proposed regulatlon q

4. Manufacturer Data Reporting for Price Determmatlon Address Market Lag and
Potential for Manipulation

The actual implementation of the AMP Regulation could create an avenue for market
‘manipulation. The risk of both price fluctuations and market manipulation, due to timing of
manufacturer reporting and the extended ability to revise reported data, are amplified under the
proposed structure. In order to address these concerns, the Tennessee Pharmacists Association
(TPA) proposes a “trigger mechanism” whereby severe price fluctuations are promptly addressed
by CMS. Furthermore, the TPA comments on the lack of clarity on “claw back” from
manufacturer reporting error. -

5. Use of 11-Digit NDC versus 9-Digit NDC

We believe that CMS should use the 11-digit AMP value for the most commonly-dispensed
package size by retail pharmacies to calculate the FUL for a particular dosage form and strength
of a drug. Some drug products are sold in extremely large drums or package sizes (e.g., 5,000,
10,000, 25,000 or even 40,000 tablets or capsules) that are not practical for a typical retail
pharmacy to purchase due to the excess amount of product and carrying cost that would result
from holding this large quantity in inventory for a much longer than usual time. In some
community retail pharmacies, the product would go out of date before it could be dispensed. It
. simply would not be feasible or practical to purchase in these quantities. The prices used to set the
limits should be based on the most common package size dispensed by retail pharmacies. Current
regulations specify that the FUL should be set on package sizes of 100 tablets or capsules or the
‘package size most commonly dispensed by retail pharmacies. These entities can only be captured
if the | 1-digit package size is used.

In conclusiqﬁ, I support the more extensive comments that are being filed by the Tennessee
Pharmacists Association regarding this proposed regulation. I appreciate your consideration of
these comments and ask that you please contact me with any questions. :

Sincerely,

Rebeéca Tallent
206 Kinzalow Drive




Sweetwater, TN. 37874

cc: Senator Lamar Alexander
" Senator Bob Corker
Jimmy Matlock
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Submitter : Mr. Jack Painter Date: 02/20/2007

Organization : Prasco, LLC
Category : Drug Industry
Issue Areas/Comments
GENERAL
GENERAL ' - .

Sec Attached Word Document, "Letter to Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services” and PDF Doéumegt, "Mitchell Letter 1-30-07"

CMS-2238-P-1314-Attach-1.DOC

© CMS-2238-P-1314-Attach-2.PDF
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES | o Health Resources and Services
' : Administration

“JAN 3 0 2007 ; Rackville MD 20857

Dear Pharmaceuhcal Manufacturer

The Office of Pharmacy Affa1rs (OPA) within the Healthcare Systems Bureau of the
Health Resources and Services Administration, is charged with admiriistering the drug
pricing program established by Section 340B of the Public Health Service Act. Section 340B.
requires that participating pharmaceutical manufacturers charge covered entities a price for
covered outpatient drugs that does not exceed the average manufacturer price decreased by
the Medicaid rebate percentage (the “340B ceiling price™) as specified in the statute.

OPA is writing to clarify for manufacturers the definition of Average Manufacturers

Price that is used for 340B ceiling price calculations (340B AMP). Although the Deficit

Reduction Act amended the statutory definition of Average Manufacturers Price for purposes
of Medicaid by removing the deduction for customary prompt payment discounts, Section

~ 340B(c) of the Public Health Service Act states, “Any reference in this section to a provision

of the Social Security Act shall be deemed to be a reference to the provision as in effect on

* _the date of the enactment of this section.”. Accordingly, manufacturers that have signed

pharmaceutical pricing agreements (PPAs) must continue to calculate 340B ceiling prices so

that the calculated price continues to reflect a reduction for any prompt payment discounts.

We we_lcome. comments from all parties about how to best implement the 340B Program
requlrements in the wake of changes in related areas impacted by the DRA. Our goal would

- be to minimize the burden on pharmaceutlcal manufacturers in submitting the requlred data.

As part of OPA’s eﬂ‘orts to improve the administration of the 340B Program as outlined
previously in our letter to pharmaceutical manufacturers dated December 30, 2005, we also

“ continue to invite all pharmaceutical manufactures that have signed 340B PPAs to

voluntarily submit quarterly 340B price files on covered outpatient drugs to OPA.

Please feel free to contact LT Devin Williams of OPA at 301-594-4356 (email:
DW1111ams@HRSA GOV) with any questions you may have. We appreciate your contmued'
participation in and commitment to the 340B Program. Your cooperation will make a
significant contribution to ensuring the fairness and integrity of the 340B Drug Pncmg -

Program.
mcer‘ey, % Eé ‘2: ,

QJlmmyR Mi chell R.Ph, MPH, MS

Director
. Office of Pharmacy Affairs




Submitter : Mr. Andfew Sperling
"Organization :  National Alliance on Mental Tiiness

Category : Cohsumer Group

Issue Areas/Comments

GENERAL

GENERAL
See attachment

CMS-2238-P-1315-Attach-1.TXT
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The Natlon’s Volce on Mental lfiness

February 20, 2007

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS)
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
P.O. Box 8015

Baltimore, MD 21244-8015

Attention_ CMS-2238-P
" Dear Sir/Madam:

On behalf of the 210,000 members and 1,200 affiliates of the National Alliance on
Mental Iliness (NAMI), | am writing in regards to the recently proposed rule under the
~ Deficit Reduction Act of 2006 related to the calculation of Best Price (BP) used to
determine rebates paid by pharmaceutical manufacturers to state Medicaid agencies.

In reviewing this proposed rule, it appears that CMS will be requiring manufacturers to
~ include the value of coupons in BP calculations when they are redeemed by an entity
other than the consumer. In addition, it appears that this proposed rule is being
interpreted as requiring manufacturers to include in the BP, the value of coupons
redeemed by pharmacies or third-party vendors that process these transactions.

NAMI is particularly concerned about the potential implications of this proposed rule on
low-income individuals and families that participate in coupon programs to access

- discounted or free medications.. At minimum, this rule could cause manufacturers to
change their coupon programs in order to comply with these new guidelines, causing
enormous disruption for low-income participants.

~ In addition, navigating how to use a new coupon program would likely prove difficult

and time-consuming for low-income participants in these coupon programs — many of

whom are living with a severe mental illness or a cognitive impairment. Confusion and
frustration over how participate in a new coupon system would almost certainly result in

~ many low-income participants these coupon programs to lose access to medications that
they depend on serious chronic conditions and make already difficult challenges with
treatment adherence all the more challengmg

- NATIONAL ALLIANCE ON MENTAL ILLNESS
2107 Wilson Blvd., #300 * Arlington, VA 22201 * 703-524-7600 * www.nami.org




NAMI would strongly recommend that CMS avoid policy changes in this proposed rule
that would disrupt access to these important coupon programs. NAMI urges CMS to pull
this proposed rule back and integrate changes that would allow these a351stance programs‘
for low-incore consumers to continue umnterrupted : '

Thank you for your consideration on this important issue.
. Smcerely,

i et

Michael J. Fitzpatrick, M.S.W.
Executive Director



Submitter : Ms. Sarah Potter

Oi‘ganization ¢ Ms. Sarah Potter
Category : Other Health Care Professional
Issue Areas/Conments

GENERAL |

GENERAL

See Attachment

CMS-2238-P-1316-Attach-1.DOC
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March 14, 2007

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
Attention CMS 2238-P Mail Stop C4-26-05
7500 Security Blvd

Baltimore, Maryland 21 244-1850

Subject: Medicaid Program Prescription Drugs, AMP Regulatlon
CMS 2238-P RIN 0938-A020

[ am pleased to submit these comments to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services (CMS) regarding CMS’ December 20, 2006 proposed regulation that would -
_provide a regulatory definition of AMP as well as implement the new Medicaid Federal
upper limit (FUL) program for generic drugs. My pharmacys is located in Sanford, North
Carolina. We are a major provider of pharmacy services in the community and your
consideration of these comments is essential. :

1. Remove PBM and Mall Order from Retail Class of Trade
(i) Creates consistency in the Regulation
(ii) Conforms definition with market reality

2. Implement a Trigger Mechanism
(i) Addresses severe price fluctuations
(ii) Reduces risk of Market Manipulation
(iii) Mitigates Risk of Pricing Lag

3. Use of 11-Digit NDC versus 9-Digit NDC
(i) Represents the most common package size dispensed by retail pharmacies

[ support the more extensive comments that are being filed by the North Carolina
Association of Pharmacists regarding this proposed régulation. [ appreciate your consideration of
these comments and ask that you please contact us with any questions. , -

Sincerely,
Sarah S. Potter,

Doctor of Pharmacy Candidate,
Campbell University




- Submitter :
Organization :

Category :

CMS-2238-P-1317

Mr. David Nova
Planned Parenthood of the Blue Ridge, Inc.
Other Health Care Provider -

Issue Areas/Comments

GENERAL
GENERAL

. See Attachment. Thank you.
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February 20, 2007

Leslie V. Norwalk, Esq., Acting Administrator
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Serv1ces
Attention: CMS-2238-P

Mail Stop C4-26-05

7500 Security Boulevard

Baltimore, MD 21244-1850

RE: File Code CMS-2238-P
Dear Ms. Norwélk:

- As the President & CEO of Planned Parenthood of the Biue Ridge, Inc., I am submitting
comments on behalf of our not-for-profit, 501(c)(3) agency and its Board of Directors regarding.
one of our four health centers. That center, based in Charlottesville, Virginia, is no longer '
eligible for nominal pricing on contraceptwe products since implementation of the Deficit
Reduction Act of 2006.

Our other Virginia sites in Roanoke, Blacksburg and Lynchburg receive limited federal funding
as a 340B provider. Our Charlottesville health and education center receives no public monies
from federal, state or local entities. That center relies entirely upon patient fees supplemented
with private donations. Well over 90% of patients at our health center are either uninsured or
underinsured. Many of these patients could not otherwise access affordable reproductive heaith
care services — in particular, oral contraceptives ~ without our continued operation.

The other low-cost community provider of reproductive health care services are the municipal-
based health department centers that operate under the auspices of the Virginia Department of
Health. While they are able to provide subsidized care using Title X funding, the limitations of
that funding are reflected in extremely limited hours for the provision of family planning
services. Below are the current schedules for the Title X family planning clinics provided at the
health departments of our Charlottesville Center’s services area. (Please note that teens, women

~and couples in need of low-cost reproductive health care may only be served by the mun1c1pa1
health center in which they reside!): :

o Charlottesville/Albemarie County: Wednesdays 8:30-10am, 1-4:20pm
o Fluvanna County: Monday (lst, 2nd and 4th weeks) 1 3pm

s Nelson County: Tuesdays, 12-4:30pm -

e Greene County: Thursdays, 12:45-3:30pm

These brief clinical hours provide a very limited window of opportunity for those at risk of
sexually transmitted infections and unintended pregnancy. For working women of limited
means, and for adolescents attending schools, access to reproductlve health care through the
local health department centers is virtually impossible.




In order to address unmet need in these communities, we established our Charlottesville health

center serving more than 1,000 patients from these aforementioned communities. To adequately
meet the needs of working women and teens, we offer evening and Saturday family planning
clinic hours, in addition to weekday hours during the day. We have tailored our hours of
operation to meet the needs of these higher-risk populations.. We have also been able to provide
subsidized care by seeking private community support and by relying heavily on the discounted
purchase of contraceptive products that had previously been available to our Charlottesville
Center at nominal prices

As you are aware, effective J anuary 1, only three kinds of providers are allowed to purchase
drugs at nominal prices: 340B covered entities, intermediate care facilities for the mentally

- retarded and state owned or operated nursing homes. Most other Planned Parenthood health
centers, including the three other centers of Planned Parenthood of the Blue Ridge, receive Title
X funding and, as a result, are 340B-covered entities. The ability to purchase oral contraceptives
for these centers at very low prices is assured. However, our Charlottesville Center is not
federally funded. We do not qualify as a 340B covered entity in Charlottesville.

Nevertheless, Planned Parenthood in Charlottesville serves as a key safety net provider to our
~ community, and in particular, teens. Without government funding; we have maintained a
monthly Free Teen Clinic that provides a full range of reproductive health care services plus
three months of free contraceptives. We have been able to do so through a reliance on the
purchase of contraceptive drugs at a nominal price. Our Free Teen Clinic is one primary
example of a program serving hundreds of at-risk, sexually active patients that is now is jeopardy
due to our inability to access nominally priced contraceptive services.

We are deeply disappointed that the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services did not define
~ “safety net provider” or apply the ability to purchase nominally priced drugs to other safety net
providers in the proposed rule. Unfortunately, like many other small safety net providers, our
Charlottesville Center does not qualify for the three categories listed above.

We smcerely hope that the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services will reconsider and
exercise its authority to name “other safety net providers” that would be eligible to purchase
drugs at nominal prices without affecting the best price calculation. All four of our Planned
Parenthood health centers in Charlottesville, Roanoke, Blacksburg and Lynchburg are clearly
safety net providers. We strongly urge CMS to include in its definition of safety net providers
nonprofit, outpatient health centers like ours. : "

_ Sincerely,

David Nova
President & CEO
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February 20, 2007

Leslie V. Norwalk, Esq.

Acting Administrator

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
-200 Independence Avenue SW

Washington, DC 20201

Attention: CMS-2238-P
Re: Proposed Rule: Medicaid Program; Prescription Drugs
Dear Ms. Norwalk:

The State of Montana, Department of Pubhc Health and Human Services respectfully submits this comment letter on -
the Medicaid prescription drug benefit. Montana is commenting on the proposed rule published in the December 22,
2006 Federal Register (71 FR 77174) for the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS). Montana is
committed to implementing the prescription drug related provisions of the Deficit Reduction Act of 2005 (DRA) and
to the ongoing initiatives that seek to improve the efficiency of the Medicaid pharmacy benefit.

Medicaid’s basic structure of a federal-state partnership necessarily means that Montana has a vested interest in the
proposed regulation on prescription drugs. This rule must be easily implemented and cause minimal disruption to the
ongoing operation of the Medicaid program. Montana is designated a frontier state; this requires the rules consider the
special circumstances that we and other rural states face in the Medicaid pharmacy benefit. Through this rule, we must
continue to be assured that pharmacies from all areas of the state be able to be reimbursed according to their
acquisition cost of prescription drugs, not that of a PBM or mail order pharmacy. '

Montana provides the following comments and suggestions based on the specifics of our state.

Determination of Average Manufacturer Price

In the proposed rule, CMS outlines its reasoning for the inclusion of mail order pharmacies in its definition of retail
class of trade for purposed of calculating AMP. Mail order pharmacies are able to capitalize on their economies of
scale by purchasing in bulk and dispensing in large quantities. Additionally, mail order and other large scale
purchasers have access to discounts that are not available to rural or sole proprietorship pharmacies. Because of this
- disparity, mail order pharmacies should not be included in the AMP calculation. There are many areas of Montana
who are served entirely by these sole proprietorship pharmacies. These providers will likely not have access to
prescription drugs at the same pricing as the mail order or PBM pharmacies. It is essential that Medicaid clients and
other Montanans continue to have access to pharmacies in their local communities. This can only be accompllshed
through a Medicaid reimbursement pollcy based on the pharmacy’s actual acquisition costs.

Montana is one of many states that have 1mplemented a-Preferred Drug List (PDL) in recent years to contain costs in
the Medicaid prescription drug benefit. We request that CMS consider the impact that the new AMP-based FUL will
have on our PDL. We could also face challenges and unintended consequences on the level of savings expected to

. “An Equal Opportunity Employer”




- accrue from the new FUL if the net cost to the federal government and Montana is less than generic. Specifically, this
could compromise supplemental rebate agreements that Montana has in place in situations where the federal rebate and
supplemental rebate together produce greater savings than the new FUL.

Determination of Best Price

The proposed rule discusses why CMS feels it is appropriate to include all PBM rebates, discounts, or other.price
concessions for drugs provided to retail pharmacy class of trade for purposes of calculating AMP. While PBM rebates,
discounts or other price concessions accurately reflect prices available to large scale purchasers, these prices are again
not generally available to rural or sole proprietorship pharmacies and should not be included in the AMP calculation. .

Reqmrements for Manufacturers

We believe that the DRA and this proposed rule begins to detail the important steps that will help' to increase the
access and simplicity of AMP data. However, Montana has 1dentxﬁed several areas of concern with the proposed rule
related to AMP.

Quality of Data

Montana strongly encourages CMS to consider the quality of the data that is available.” This is likely to have a
significant impact on the accuracy and appropriateness of our reimbursement methodology. CMS began providing
Montana and other states with sample or “non-standard” AMP data in July of 2006, and, to date, we have only
conducted a preliminary analysis of the AMP data. From this preliminary analysis, there are a significant number of
terminated products or products that were not available in a certain geographic location that were included in the
.manufacturers’ lists. In addition, we have recognized that there is significant fluctuation in AMP and that this
inconsistency results in inaccurate estimates of the acquisition costs that providers pay.

‘Montana remains concerned by the lack of controls and accountability measures for manufacturers submitting AMP
‘information. The prevnous experience of Montana suggests that existing CMS processes have been insufficient in
monitoring and managing the prescription drug files submitted by manufacturers. This lack of updated data will
undoubtedly result in inappropriate calculations. These erroneous calculations will impose an unforeseen burdenon
states to identify and subsequently report any inaccuracies to CMS. Montana urges CMS to implement systems checks
and measures to hold manufacturers accountable for the quallty of data they provnde, including the reporting or not
reporting of accurate data.

Dispensing Fee Adjustments

Montana understands that in making the changes propdsed by this rule, we will retain the flexibility of increasing
dispensing fees to providers. However, we believe that it is inappropriate for CMS to require Montana to increase the
dispensing fees to compensate for the providers’ loss of income on ingredient costs. In addition, while the proposed
rule seeks to achieve Medicaid savings, these savings could be minimized or eliminated should states be required to
increase their dispensing fees rather than maintain a reasonable, market-based reimbursement threshold. We urge
CMS to examine the range of factors impacting the reimbursement methodology currently employed by Montana not .
just the ingredient costs

Implementation Timeline

Montana is concerned that the final regulation may not be published until July 1, 2007 and that many questions critical
to implementation of the proposed rule are unknown. While we understand that this is the date specified in the DRA,
we urge CMS to consider and account for the steps Montana will need to take in order to implement the final rule and
meet this deadline.

Montana is unable to change our current processes and systems for a number of reasons. These include; 1) we must
wait for CMS to finalize the provisions of this rule before we can modify our current systems and processes to

~ implement it, otherwise, it may be necessary to make additional changes to reflect the changes and additional

" information CMS provides in the final mle 2) the implementation timeframe is short and we do not have the ability to
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draft and submit the required changes to our state rule which outlines the specific pricing methodology of our
pharmacy program; and 3) although we received AMP data in 2006, this was only sample data. We have had
insufficient time to evaluate the monthly fluctuations in AMP and determine the impacts this change will have on the

‘ pharmacy program. Because of the reasons stated above, Montana requests that CMS be open to the possibility that an
extension may be necessary for Montana to comply with the proposed rule. S

FFP; Conditions Relating to Physician Administered Drugs

As discussed in the proposed rule, Montana will now be required to collect NDC codes from physicians along with the
Healthcare Common Procedure Coding System (HCPCS) or J-Codes. While J-Codes will require physicians to
indicate an NDC, not all of the B-codes representing infusion therapy drugs within the HCPCS system are subject to
the rebate legislation. In addition, there will be operational challenges associated with the NDC requirements for
HCPCS prescription drugs. :

There are two paper forms, the CMS 1500 and the UB04 that are used. The electronic 837 format for both the CMS
1500 and UB04 can accommodate the NDC, including the NDC quantity. However, currently the paper version of the
UBO04 does not have a space for this information. CMS has indicated that each state should develop its own unique
form.

Montana urges CMS to reconsider this issue, particularly given the limited timeframe available to adopt a new form.
* Due to the administrative procedures and existing demands on state staff, Montana faces great challenges in meeting
this requirement. Instead, Montana respectfully requests CMS develop a standard form available for use by all states.
This will ensure uniformity across states and ensure that Montana collects all the required information. Furthermore,
CMS needs to clarify whether FFP will be available to states for physician administered drugs where the reimbursed.
NDC is from a labeler who does not partlclpate in the drug rebate program.

Provider education

Montana is concerned that the proposed rule does not take into account the extensive education and systems updates

- that will be required to ensure that providers can comply without placing an undue burden on either the state agency or
the provider themselves. We believe that it would be an onerous requirement to mandate states — without any
assistance from CMS — to work with providers to ensure that these codes are collected are for rebatable drugs.
Montana expects the change in the billing system and practices to be an especially acute problem in situations of small
provider groups or among providers that utilize separate contractors for their biliing systems. Montana believes that
CMS has significantly underestimated the burden. of this provision on states if it is implemented as proposed.

As such, Montana requests that CMS inform providers of the National Drug Code (NDC) billing requirements.
Without this information, providers may not know who is and is not a rebating labeler. At a minimum, CMS should
revise its burden estimate to account for the extensive education and outreach that states will ultimately be required to
undertake.

Thank you for the oppdrtunity to_éomment on the proposed rule regarding prescription drug pricing. If.you have any
questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at (406) 444-4084.

Sincerely,

John Chappuis, State Medicaid Director
Montana Department of Public Health and Human Services

cc: Mary Dalton, Administrator, Health Résources Divisibn
Duane Preshinger, Senior Medicaid Policy Manager, OPCA

"An Equal Opportunity Employer”
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BIOI ECHNOLOGY

INDUSTRY ORGANIZATION

February 20, 2007

Leslie V. Norwalk, Esquire, Administrator
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
Department of Health and Human Serv1ces
Room 445-G

Hubert H. Humphrey Building

200 Independence Avenue, S.W.
Washington, DC 20201

~Re: CMS-2238 P (Medicaid Program, Prescription Drugs)
Dear Adrmmstrator Norwalk:

The Biotechnology Industry Organization (BIO) appreciates this opportunity to
comment on the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services’ (CMS) Proposed Rule
regarding the treatment of prescription drugs under the Medicaid Drug Rebate Program
(the Proposed Rule).! BIO is the largest trade organization to serve and represent the
biotechnology industry in the United States and around the globe. BIO represents more
than 1,100 biotechnology companies, academic institutions, state biotechnology centers,
and related organizations in the United States. BIO members are involved in the research
and development of health care, agricultural, industrial and environmental biotechnology
products. '

BIO represents an industry that is devoted to discovering new treatments and
ensuring patient access to them. The Deficit Reduction Act of 2005 (DRA) includes a
number of provisions that will impact the operation of the Medicaid Drug Rebate
Program.” BIO supports CMS’ effort to bring additional clarity to the calculations of
Average Manufacturer Price (AMP) and Best Price, both of which determine Medicaid o
rebates, and in the case of AMP, federal upper payment limits (FULSs) as well. The Final
Rule has the potential to significantly impact patient access to drugs and biologicals, and
BIO urges CMS to provide the additional guidance and clarity described below to ensure
continued beneficiary access to important drug and biological therapies. In addition, BIO
urges CMS to take steps to ensure that any State implementation of AMP-based -

~ reimbursement methodologies, which is not mandated by the Final Rule, also does not
impede such access.

In this spirit we offer comments to the Proposed Rule. First and foremost, BIO
strongly urges CMS to codify the statutory requlrements that limit the amount of
manufacturer rebates where a State Medicaid program is a secondary payor and the time

] 71 Fed. Reg. 77 ,174 (Dec. 22, 2006).
See Deficit Reduction Act of 2005, Pub. Law No. 109 171, §8§ 6001-04 (2006).
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period in which States can submit rebate claims. BIO also comments regarding certain
definitions in the Proposed Rule, including those for the retail class of trade, bundled sale,
and bona fide service fee. BIO addresses the Proposed Rule’s new guidance regarding
patient and other transaction types as well. This letter then discusses the provisions
relating to manufacturer recalculation of base date AMP and monthly reporting of AMP.
Finally, BIO addresses a number of issues not directly reached by CMS in the Proposed .
Rule but that BIO believes are crucial to the effective administration of-the Medicaid
Drug Rebate Program. These issues are discussed in depth below, in the order in which
they are addressed in the Proposed Rule.

I CMS Should Clarify Certain Terms and Deﬂmtrons Included in the
Proposed Rule

BIO applauds the Proposed Rule’s attempt to “bring together existing and new
regulatory requirements in one, cohesive subpart.”® Even with the additional guidance
contained in the Proposed Rule, BIO has identified a number of key terms that the
Proposed Rule either does not define, or includes but are in need of additional
clarification. BIO requests that CMS address those issues in the Final Rule. Specifically,
BIO urges CMS to clarify that drugs approved under a biologic license approval are
single source drugs, to define the term “original NDA,” to specify that the “United
States” means the fifty states and District of Columbia, to clarify that “net sales” is not
tied to a manufacturer’s recognized revenue for financial accounting purposes, and,
finally, to encourage States to include Medicare special add-on fees when setting
dispensing fees. :

1. - CMS Should Clarrfy That Drugs Approved Under a Brologlc License
Applrcatron Are Smgle Source Drugs.

CMS proposes to define single source drug as a “covered outpatient drug that is

- produced or distributed under an original NDA . . . [or] approved under a product license
approval, establishment license approval, or ant1b10t1c drug approval. »* This definition is
consistent with the Medicaid rebate statute and the Medicaid rebate _agreement but does
not address products approved under a biologic license application (BLA).> BIO asks

~ CMS to clarify that drugs approved under a BLA are single source drugs, cons1stent with
those products’ des1gnat10n under the Average Sales Price (ASP) calculatlon

2. CMS Should Define the Term “Original NDA” Consrstent with the
1995 Proposed Rule. :

The Proposed Rule does not contain a definition of “original NDA,” although this
- term is a crucial component in the definition of single source drug. The term is not

71 Fed. Reg. at 77,174.
Id at 77,196 (proposed 42 C.F.R. pt. 447.502).
See Social Security Act (SSA) § 1927(k)(7)(A)(1v) Medicaid Rebate Agreement at I(z).
SSA § 1847A(c)(6)(D)(1)




defined in the Medicaid rebate statute, the Medicaid rebate agreement, or the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act. CMS previously has recognized the need for a definition
of this term.” In the 1995 proposed rule, which never has been finalized, CMS defined
the term as “an FDA-approved drug or biological application that received one or more
forms of patent protection, patent extension under title II of Public Law 98-417, the Drug
Price Competition and Patent Term Restoration Act, or marketing exclusivity rights
granted by the FDA.”® CMS stated then that this definition was consistent with
congressional intent to treat separately those drugs able to realize greater profits due to
patent-or marketing protection. BIO asks CMS to include this definition in the Final Rule.

3. "'CMS Should Clarify the Definition of Multiple Source Drug

_ CMS proposes implementation of section 6002 of the DRA, including the
. -development of a top 20 multiple source drug list, in proposed 42 C.F.R. § 447.520. For
purposes of that proposed regulation, CMS proposes in 42 C.F.R. § 447.502 to deﬁne

"multiple source drug" consistent with the Medicaid statute - section

1927(k)(7)(A)(i). BIO agrees that this is the proper definition of "multiple source drug”
to utilize in creating this listing, but believe that the top 20 multiple source drug listing is
not consistent with either the pertinent statutory definition or the proposed regulatory
definition. Specifically, the listing that CMS released in December includes two products
- Factor viii recombinant and Factor viii - that do not meet the definition of "muitiple
source drug" because they are not listed in the Food and Drug Administration's Orange
Book. Accordingly, we ask CMS both to correct the top 20 multiple source drug listing
to remove these two products and to ensure that the final rule makes clear that drugs that
are not listed in the Orange Book cannot appear in the multiple source drug listing.

4. CMS Should Define the Term “United States” As the Fifty States and
District of Columbia

The Proposed Rule defines AMP as the average price received by the
manufacturer for the drug “in the United States.” Best Price is defined as the lowest
price available from the manufacfurer to “any entity in the United States. 10 The
Proposed Rule does not define “United States,” although the agreement defines the term

- “states” as the fifty states and District of Columbia.'’ Consistent with this agreement
definition, BIO asks CMS to define the full term “United States” as the fifty states and
the District of Columbia.

; See 60 Fed. Reg. 48,442, 48,453 (Sept. 19, 1995).
Id.
71 Fed. Reg at-77,196 (proposed 42 C.F.R. pt. 447.504(a)).
Id at 77,197 (proposed 42 C.FR. pt. 447.505(a)).
156 Fed. Reg. 7050 (Medicaid Rebate Agreement at 1).
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5. CMS Should Clarify That the Term “Net Sales” Is Not Depen_dent. on
Revenue Recogmtlon for Fmanclal Accounting Purposes.

The Proposed Rule directs that AMP is to be calculated as “net sales divided by
number of units sold.”'?> CMS proposes to define net sales as the “quarterly gross sales
revenue less cash discounts allowed and all other price reductlons - which reduce the

* amount received by the manufacturer” (emphasis supplied)."> BIO requests CMS to
clarify that the term “revenue” in the “net sales” definition refers only to sales dollars
associated with a transaction and not revenue recognized for a transaction for financial
accounting purposes. This interpretation is consistent with the position CMS already has
taken in the context of ASP reporting: that ﬁnanc1a1 accounting principles are generally

. inapplicable in the price reporting context.'*  For purposes of the AMP calculation, BIO
believes it is appropriate to define net sales as a measure of actual sales made regardless
of the financial accounting treatment of the transaction. BIO requests that CMS include
this clarification in the Final Rule.

6. CMS Should Encourage States to Include Additional Fees Provided in
the 2007 Physician Fee Schedule Final Rule When Establishing
Dlspensmg Fees.

The Proposed Rule includes a general deﬁmtlon of dlspensmg fee to “assist States
in their evaluation of factors in establishing a reasonable dispensing fee to pharmacy
providers.”"> The Proposed Rule does not mandate that States use a specific formula or
methodology for determining dispensing fees for Medicaid drugs, as it has in the
Medicare context but instead opts to provide the States with factors to consider in setting
those amounts.'® As CMS knows, the Medicare program does provide additional or
special fees for certain drugs that involve specific pre-administration processing or
complicated dispensing procedures. For example, the 2007 Physician Fee Schedule
(PFS) Final Rule mandates the additional payments for intravenous immune globulin
(IVIG) preadministration-related services “to compensate physicians and hospital OPDs
for extra resources expended on locating and obtaining appropriate IVIG products. » 17
Although BIO recognizes that CMS is not required to set dispensing fee rates under the
Medicaid statute, BIO does ask CMS to include these additional Medicare payments and
fees in the dispensing fee definition as a specific factor for the States to consider when
determining dispensing fee amounts.

IL _CMS Should Clarify the Treatment of Certain Entities Under the New
Definition of Retail Pharmacy Class of Trade. :

1291 Fed. Resg. 77,197 (proposed 42 C.FR. pt. 447 .504(i)(2)).
13 1~ 1d. 4t 77,196 (proposed 42 CFR. pt. 447 504(d)).
See 71 Fed. Reg. 69,624, 69,667 (Dec. 1,2006) (explaining that the treatment of service fees for price
nepomng purposes may dlffer from the treatment of service fees for financial accountmg or other purposes).
71 Fed. Reg. 77,176. '

i 1€ See id.
1771 Fed. Reg. at 69,679.




Section 6001(c)(3) of the DRA requires the Secretary “to clarify the requirements -
for, and the manner in which, AMP is determined” in a formal regulation.'® AMP is
defined as “the average price received by the manufacturer for the drug in the United
States from wholesalers for drugs distributed to the:retail pharmacy class of trade”
(emphasis supplied)."”” The Proposed Rule defines retail pharmacy class of trade as “any

independent pharmacy, chain pharmacy, mail order pharmacy, pharmacy benefit manager * .
(PBM), or other outlet that purchases, or arranges for the purchase of drugs from a

- manufacturer, wholesaler, distributor, or other licensed entity and subsequently sells or

- provides the drugs to the genéral public. "% CMS explained in the preamble to the
Proposed Rule that “the retail pharmacy class of trade means that sector of the drug
marketplace, similar to the marketplace for other goods and services, which dispenses

drugs to the general public and which includes all price concessions related to such goods
and services.”! BIO welcomes the significant contribution that this definition and
preamble guidance will have in standardizing the AMP calculation, but also requests that
CMS clarify the status of certain additional entity types in the Fmal Rule, d1scussed below.

1. - CMS Should Clanfy the Retall or Non-Retall Status of Certain .
Entities. ' o _ - .

The Proposed Rule and preamble spec1fy the retail or non-retail status ofa
number of different entity types, including pharmacy benefit managers (PBMs), long-
term care pharmacies, and mail order pharmacies. BIO appreciates this level of clarity
and believes that it will aid in the effective and uniform implementation of the revised
retail pharmacy class of trade definition. While BIO recognizes the impracticality of
attempting to.address every entity type in the Final Rule, the absence of a specific

- classification for a number of entity types, including but not limited to the physician class
of trade, home health care providers (specialty pharmacies that provide for the home
delivery and administration of prodiict by health care professionals), prisons, and
hospices is conspicuous. These entity types represent a sig'njﬁcant'portion of our
members’ direct and indirect sales transactions, particularly in the case of phys1c1a.n sales,
and merit individualized attention for that reason. BIO asks CMS to, at a minimum, '
clarify the retail or non-retail status of each of these entities in the Fmal Rule

2. CMS Should Clarify the Treatment Of Contract Pharmacies That
Serve Long Term Care Facilities.

The Proposed Rule clarifies that sales to nursing home pharmac1es and long term |
care pharmacies are to be excluded from the calculation of AMP. 2 CMS explained that
under its proposed definition of the retail pharmacy class of trade, which requires that the
entity dispense product to the general public, such pharmacies would not qualify as retail

See 71 Fed Reg at 77,175; Deficit Reduction Act of 2005, Pub. Law No 109 171 §6001(c)(3)
® 71 Fed. ‘Reg. at 77,196 (proposed 42 CFR. pt. 447 504(a)).

Id. (proposed 42 C.F R. pt. 447, 504(e)) '

2'1d. at 77,178,

22 Id at 77,178,717, 196 (Droposed 42CF R . §447. 504(h)(6))

20
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~ because they dispense to facility residents only. As CMS may know, many nursing home
and long term care facilities do not maintain their own pharmacies, but rather contract
with an outside pharmacy, often one that specializes in long term care facilities, to supply
their residents with medications. The Proposed Rule does not specifically address the
treatment of contract pharmacies that dispense product to nursing home and long term
care facility residents, and BIO therefore requests that CMS clarify whether manufacturer -

“sales to such contract pharmacies also should be treated as non-retail aad excluded from
the calculation of AMP. | '

3. CMS Should Clarify That Manufacturers May Treat Drugs Sold to
Hospitals as Sales for Inpatient Use When Manufacturers Cannot .
Distinguish Between Units Purchased for the Inpatient Versus
Outpatient Settmg :

The Medicaid rebate agreement and Manufacturer Release 29 both direct that all
sales to hospitals are to be excluded from the AMP calculatron wrthout regard to whether
the product sold was used in the inpatient or outpatrent setting.” The Proposed Rule now
distinguishes between those settings. CMS includes in AMP sales to hospitals “where the -
drug is used in the outpatient pharmacy,” while continuing to exclude sales to hospitals
for inpatient use.”* This distinction presimes that manufacturers can identify the setting
in which the product that a hospital purchases is used. That typically is not the case.
Manufacturers know only that a hospital has made a purchase, not the setting in which -
the product will be used. For this reason, BIO requests CMS to clarify that
~ manufacturers may continue to exclude hospital sales from AMP when manufacturers

cannot distinguish between units purchased for inpatient use and units purchased foruse
in the outpatient setting. ‘ '

4. CMS Should Revise the Proposed Rule to Exclude State, County, and
Municipal Entities from the Retail Pharmacy Class of Trade.

-The Proposed Rule is silent regarding the retail status of state, county, and
municipal-run entities. BIO believes that these entities, which include hospitals and
" mental health clinics, should be excluded from the retail pharmacy class of trade. As
noted above, the retail pharmacy class of trade includes only those entities that sell or
provide drugs “to the genéral public.”* Entities that are funded or run by states, counties,
or municipalities provide or sell drugs to specific classes of persons who are eligible or
qualify for their services; these entities do not provide or sell drugs to the general public.
For this reason, BIO urges CMS to clarify that state, county, and mumcrpal entities are
excluded from the retail pharmacy class of trade.

56 Fed. Reg. at 7050 (Medrcald Rebate Agreement at I(a)) Medicaid Dmg Rebate Program Release #29
for Participating Drug Manufacturers (1997). :

24 Id. at 77,197 (proposed 42 C.F.R. pts. 447.504(g)(3), (h)(4)).
25 Id at 77,196 (proposed 42 C.F.R. pt. 447.504(e)).




5. CMS Shotxld Clarify That All Rebates, Discounts, and Other Price
‘Concessions Provided to a PBM Should Be Included in AMP.

The Proposed Rille clearly states that “[d]iscounts, rebates, or other price
concession to PBMs associated with sales for drugs provided to the retail pharmacy class
of trade” are included in AMP.*® This provision is consistent with CMS’ conclusion that
excludin 7g such price concessions from AMP “could result in an artificial inflation of
AMP.”*" In the preamble however, there is language that could be read to limit the price
concessions paid to PBM:s that are to be included in AMP to those “that affect the net
price recognized by the manufacturer” for drugs provided to the entities in the retall
pharmacy class of trade, i.e. those price concessions passed on to retail pharmac1es
CMS itself noted in the preamble that manufacturers typically do not know what price
concessions paid to PBM:s are passed on to the PBM’s network pharmacies or member
plans, and so BIO does not believe CMS intended to limit the requirement in this way.”
BIO does not disagree with a requirement to include all PBM pnce concessions in AMP
but asks CMS to clarify that this requirement applies to all such price concessions
without regard to whether a PBM passes on any portion of those amounts to any other
entity.

6.  CMS Should Revise the Proposed Rule To Ihciude Sales and -
: Discounts to HMOs that Do Not Purchase or Take Possess1on of
" Product in the AMP Calculation.

The Medicaid rebate agreement explicitly excludes sales to health maintenance
organizations (HMOs) from the AMP calculation,*® and the Proposed Rule seeks to
adopt this exclusion as well.”* The exclusion contained in the Proposed Rule does not
- distinguish between HMOs that purchase drugs and distribute them to members through
the HMO’s own closed-door pharmacies, and HMOs that do not purchase drugs but
rather act as third-party payors that reimburse retail pharmacies for drugs dispensed to
‘members.”” The former type of HMO does not provide or sell drugs to the general public,
only its own enrollees, and is appropriately excluded from the AMP calculation as non-

~ retail. Sales to HMOs that are not purchasers, on the other hand, are more analogous to

Medicaid sales, Medicare Part D sales, and sales to State phérmaceutical assistance
programs (SPAPs). The preamble to the Proposed Rule explains that these entities are
included in AMP because their sales “are determined by entities that are actually in the

Id (proposed 42C F R. pt. 447 504(g)(3))
Id at 77,179.

-*“ 56 Fed. Reg. at 7050 (Medicaid Rebate Agreement at 1(2)).

71 Fed. Reg. at 77.179.
See 71 Fed. Reg. at 77, 197 (proposed 42 C. F R. pt. 447.504(h)(5)).

7



sales chain” and “should not be backed out of the AMP calculation to the extent that such -
sales are included within sales provided to the retail pharmacy class of trade.”*?

, CMS’ analysis is equally applicable to HMOs that do not purchase and take
possession of drugs, but rather act as reimbursers to pharmacies that do. Inclusion of non-
purchaser HMOs in AMP is consistent with CMS’ guidance regarding other reimbursing
entities and also avoids:the anomalous result of excluding non-purchaser HMO
transactions from AMP where the HMO contracts directly with a manufacturer for
discounts, but including such transactions in AMP where the HMO chooses to contract
with a PBM to do so. BIO urges CMS to revise the Proposed Rule to specifically include
in the AMP calculation sales and discounts to HMOs that do not purchase or take
possession of product.

7. CMS Should C'larify'That the Prices Negotiated By a Qualified
Retiree Prescription Drug Plan for Its Retirees As Well As for the
Retiree’s Dependents Are Excluded from Best Price.

CMS proposes to exclude from Best Price the price for covered Medicare Part D
drugs negotiated by a quahﬁed retiree prescnptlon drug plan “on behalf of individuals
entitled to benefits.”* This provision is also described by CMS in the preamble where
the agency states that payments made by a qualified retiree prescnptlon drug plan on
behalf of “eligible individuals” are excluded from Best Pnce > BIO supports this
exclusion but notes that it does not address the treatment of prices on retiree dependent
utilization. Manufacturer rebate contracts for qualified retiree plan utilization typically
do not distinguish between the utilization of the retiree and his’her dependents, because
the utilization data supplied by the plans does not distinguish between the two
populations. The two groups are treated as a single population because they are both .

covered by the same benefit. BIO Tequests that CMS address this issue in the Final Rule.

8. - CMS Should Revise the Proposed Rule to Exclude All Patient
' Transactions from the AMP and Best Price Calculations.

One of BIO’s central principles is ensuring patient access to biologic therapies.

* Our members employ a number of different mechanisms to make certain that patients
maintain their access to needed therapies, including sales directly to patients, patient
coupons, and patient assistance programs. The Proposed Rule for the first time addresses
the treatment of such patient transactions in the AMP and Best Price calculations, and i m
the case of patient assistance programs, explicitly excludes them from the calculations.™
BIO strongly supports the exclusion of patient assistance programs from these

_calculations, as these programs provide a crucial safety net for those patients lacking
insurance coverage and without sufficient income to acquire needed medications.

Id at 77,180.
Id at 77,198 (proposed 42 C F R. pt. 447.505(d)(5)).
Id at 77,182.
Q at 77,198 (proposed 42 C.F.R. pt. 447.505(d)(9)).
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The Proposed Rule also addresses direct patient sales and coupon programs but. -
directs thelr inclusion in AMP and Best Price,’’ with one limited exception for patient
coupons.® BIO is concerned that the Proposed Rule will have the unintended effect of
endangering these critical programs. BIO does not mterpret the Medicaid rebate statute
to support the inclusion of these patient transactions in either calculation and also
disagrees with CMS’ stated rationale for doing so. BIO asks CMS to exclude these
transactions from AMP and Best Pr1ce in the Final Rule.

A. Patient Sales. The Proposed Rule directs the mclusron of manufacturer
direct sales to patients in the calculations of AMP and Best Price.” In the case of AMP,
the Proposed Rule does so despite its explicit acknowledgment that such transactions do
not involve a sale transaction to a retail entity, but rather a service arrangement with a
distributor to provide storage, delivery, and billing services for product that the.
distributor ships to patients on the manufacturer’s behalf.*® CMS asserts that such
d1str1butors are actmg as wholesalers ‘and the sales are to the retail pharmacy class of
trade

BIO believes that direct patient sales should be excluded from AMP and Best

Price because, in the case of AMP, patients are not part of the retail pharmacy class of
trade, and, in the case of Best Price, patients are not one of the entity types included in
the statutory definition of Best Price.*> Only an entity that purchases drugs and

“subsequently sells or provides the drugs to the general public” is retail under the
Proposed Rule.*’ Patients, even as direct purchasers of drugs, obtain drugs for their
personal medical use; they do not sell or provide drugs to the general public. Nor does
the service arrangement with the distributor transform this arrangement into a retail sale,
as the distributor never purchases the product at issue. CMS has not provided a basis for -
its conclusion that patients are retail and BIO can find no support for this position in the
text of the rebate statue, rebate agreement, or Proposed Rule. As noted above, BIO also
does not believe that patient sales are within the scope of the statutory definition of Best
Price. BIO strongly urges CMS to revise its proposal regardmg direct patient sales and
exclude them from both calculations.

B. Patient Coupons. CMS also proposes to include in the AMP and Best
Price calculations patient coupons redeemed by an entity other than the consumer.** BIO
asserts that because patients are not part of the retail pharmacy class of trade, price

Id at 77,197 (proposed 42 C.F.R. pts. 447.504(g)(11), 505(c)(12))
Id at 77,197-98 (proposed 42 C.F.R. pts. 447 504(h)(9), .505(d)(8)).
Id at 77,180-81, 77,197 (proposed 42 CF R. pt. 447 S504(gXT).
Id at 77,180-81.
Q
42 SSA § 1927(c Y1XC)(i) (“The term ‘best price’ means . . . the lowest price available from the

manufacturer during the rebate period to any wholesaler, reta11er provider, health maintenance organization,
nonproﬁt entity, or government entity within the United States.”).

43 +1d.a 77,196 (proposed 42 C.FR. pt. 447.504(e)).
*41d. at 77,181, 77,183.




concessions available to them should not be included in AMP or Best Price. To the
extent that CMS is concerned that patient coupons redeemed by an entity other than the
consumer affect the price realized by the entity that redeems the coupon to the
manufacturer on the patient’s behalf, BIO would like to take this opportunity to explain
why that is not the case and to ask CMS to revise the Proposed Rule to exclude all patient
coupon transactions from the AMP and Best Price calculations.

Manufacturers have a number of different types of patient coupon programs but
they fall into three general categories. The first type is a mail-in rebate coupon. These
coupons typically are submitted by the consumer directly to the manufacturer, along with
proof of purchase, for a rebate. This type of coupon would be excluded from AMP and
Best Price under the Proposed Rule because consumers redeem mail-in rebates directly to
the manufacturer.*> BIO asks CMS to clarify, however, that such coupons are excluded
even when redeemed through a third-party vendor that does not purchase product but
administers the coupon program on the manufacturer’s behalf. The involvement of a
non-purchasing third-party to administer the program creates no impact on price for any -
entity that does purchase product, and therefore should not prevent the exclusion of these
types of programs from the calculations. '

- A second type of patient coupon is a copayment assistance or dollars-off coupon.
These coupons are presented by consumers at the point-of-sale, entitling them to some
amount off of their copayment or co-insurance obligation. If the consumer has no
insurance, these coupons act to reduce the consumer’s overall cost for the prescription. A
retail pharmacy that honors such a coupon provides the coupon’s discount directly to the
.. consumer at the time of sale, and then submits the coupon to the manufacturer (or a third-

party vendor) for reimbursement. The manufacturer then reimburses the redeeming
pharmacy for its out-of-pocket expense, i.e, the face value of the coupon, and also a fair
market value processing fee. This reimbursement does not affect the price realized by the
- pharmacy for the drug that was the subject of the coupon because the manufacturer only
reimburses the pharmacy for its actual expenses. For these reasons, BIO asks CMS to
clarify that copayment and dollars-off coupons are excluded from AMP and Best Price.

The final coupon type is a free goods coupon. These coupons offer a patient a-
certain number of units of a drug at no cost, and have grown in importance as a means of
providing patients with a period of free “trial” or “sample” product where their prescriber
is either unable or unwilling to store PDMA-compliant sample product from the
manufacturer. A retail pharmacy accepting a free goods coupon will provide the drug at
no cost to the patient and, as with co-pay assistance coupons, seek reimbursement from
~ the manufacturer. A manufacturer may reimburse the redeeming pharmacy in one of two
ways. First, the manufacturer may reimburse the pharmacy with replacement product and
a fair market value dispensing fee. When the manufacturer reimburses the pharmacy in
kind, there is no affect on the price realized by the pharmacy on the drug at issue because
the pharmacy receives exactly that which it dispensed for free, and the transaction should
be excluded from AMP and Best Price. A manufacturer instead may choose to reimburse

%5 See id. at 77,197-98 (proposed 42 C.FR. pts. 447.504(h)(9), 505(d)(8)).
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a pharmacy for the cost-of the drug it dispensed, again with a fair market value:

dispensing fee. Manufacturers typically cannot determine a pharmacy’s actual .
acquisition costs and so employ a formula to estimate that amount. Where the
manufacturer uses such a formula, meant to approximate the pharmacy’s acquisition price
and therefore make the pharmacy whole, the transaction between the manufacturer and

the pharmacy is revenue neutral and there is no effect on the price realized by pharmacy.
CMS should clarify that such transactions are, therefore, excluded from AMP and Best
Price. _

The manner in _v_vhiC_h CMS handles patient transactions is crucially important.
Manufacturers are able to provide significant benefits to patients through their patient
sales and patient coupon programs. Without clear guidance from CMS on how these
transactions are to be treated for AMP and Best Price purposes, such valuable programs
are at risk of being curtailed. BIO therefore strongly encourages CMS to categorically .
exempt all patient transactions from the AMP and Best Price calculations to ensure their
contmued availability. : '

' III CMS Should Provide Addmonal Guidance Regarding the Treatment of
Partlcular Transactions for AMP and Best Price Purposes

CMS has taken the opportumty in the Proposed Rule to address the treatment of
certain transaction types in the calculations of AMP and Best Price. BIO appreciates
CMS’ attention to these'issues in the Proposed Rule and comments below regarding the
proposed. treatment of administrative and service fees, bundled sales, customary prompt
payment discounts, nominal sales, and returned goods. :

1. . CMS Should Clarify that Admmlstratlve and Service Fees. Pald to
GPOs Are Excluded From AMP and Best Prlce

The Proposed Rule revises CMS ex1st1ng position regardmg the treatment of
administrative and service fees in the calculations of AMP and Best Price. CMS’ long-. -
standing pos1tlon has been that such fees are included in the calculations to the extent

“they affect the price realized by an entity that is eligible for the calculations.*® The
Proposed Rule would require the inclusion of all fees that do not satisfy the definition of
a bona fide service fee, even. 1f the entity receiving the fee does not take title to product.”’

The preamble to the 2007 Physician Fee Schedule Final Rule included extensive
substantive discussions of the bona fide service fee definition adopted in that Final Rule,
and which CMS now proposes to adopt for purposes of the AMP and Best Price '
calculations as well. Should CMS proceed to include this deﬁmtlon in the Final Rule,
BIO urges CMS to confirm that manufacturers may rely on that preamble discussion to
interpret the definition for purposes of the AMP and Best Price definition. This

Medlcaxd Drug Rebate Program Release #14 for Pamcxpatmg Drug Manufacturers (1994).
Id at 77, 195 77 ,197-98 (proposed 42 C F.R.pt. 447.502, .504(i), .505(e)(1)).
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clarification would ensure uniform application of the definition across calculations and
facilitate manufacturer compliance with this new term.

In that preamble, CMS specifically declined to provide guidance with respect to
the application of this definition to group purchasing organizations (GPOs), and instead -
directed manufacturers to continue to make documented, reasonable assumptions
regarding their treatment of such fees.** BIO urges CMS to now address this issue
definitively and specify that fees paid to GPOs are excluded from AMP and Best Price.

GPOs are entities that negotiate contracts with vendor manufacturers on behalf of
their members that are health care providers, such as hospitals, clinics, nursing homes,
- and physician practices. GPOs, in general, do not themselves purchase drugs and
biologicals, but instead negotiate contracts that providers use in making their own
purchases. As GPOs are not purchasers, any fees paid by a manufacturer to a GPO
should not be considered a price concession that is eligible for the AMP calculation.

The Ofﬁce of Inspector General has studied GPOs and their relationships with °
their members and found that there are situations in which a GPO may share some
portion of the fee paid by a manufacturer with its members, who are purchasers. 9
Manufacturers bave no control over these arrangements and typlcally are unaware of the -
contractual terms between the GPO and its members.*® Accordingly, even when the
GPO shares some portion of a manufacturer fee with its members, those fees should not
be considered discounts provided by the manufacturer to a purchaser

A requirement to treat GPO administrative fees as a discount in elther of the
above situations also would face a significant practical hurdle. Specifically,
manufacturers would have no basis for determining the amount of the fee that is shared
with the member purchasers or to which product the fee should be attributed as a price
concession. Without this information, manufacturers have no bas1s for including these
fees in the AMP calculation. :

BIO understands that the Health Industry Group Purchasing Association
submitted comments (dated January 2, 2007) to CMS regarding their discussion of GPO
fees in the preamble to the 2007 Physician Fee Schedule Final Rule. Section I of that
letter is consistent and supportive of the pos1t10ns artrculated above and requests that

Id at 69,669.
% The Office of Inspector General (OIG) found in an audit conducted of three large GPOs that the GPOs
retained a significant amount of the adrninistrative fees and that their practices regarding passingon .
administrative fees to members differed. See Review of Revenue from Vendors at Three Additional Group
Purchasing Organizations and Their Members, OIG Report A-05-04-00073 (May 2005).

% BIO recognizes, however, that where the contract between the manufacturer and _the GPO directs the
GPO to pass on service fees to the GPO’s members, the manufacturer indirectly would be paying

feestoa purchaser and, therefore the bona fide service fee standard should be applied to the portion of the
fee passed on to the members. : .
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CMS create a calculation safe harbor for GPO fees. The proposed safe harbor, as
modified to apply under the Proposed AMP Rule, would be included in the definition of -
bona fide service fee and read: :

[

For purposes of 42CFR § 447 504(1) and 447.505(e),
fees paid by a manufacturer to a bona fide group

. purchasing organization, as defined at 42 CZFR.
§ 1001.952(j)(2), will not constitute a price concession by
the manufacturer unless the fees (or any portion thereof)

~are passed on to the group purchasing organization’s
members or customers as part of an agreement between the
manufacturer and the group purchasing organization.

-BIO strongly supports the creation of such a safe harbor and urges CMS to include such a
provision in the Final Rule. '

2. CMS Should Refrain From Finalizing the Revised Definition of
Bundled Sale At This Time.

The Medicaid rebate agreement currently defines a bundled sale as “the
packaging of drugs of different types where the condition of rebate or discount is that
more than one drug type is purchased, or where the resulting discount or rebate is greater
than that which would have been received had the drug products been purchased
separately.”' The Proposed Rule now includes a new, revised definition of this term:
“an arrangement regardless of physical packaging under which the rebate, discount, or
other price concession is conditioned upon the purchase of the same drug or drugs of
different types . . . or some other performance requirement . . .-or [ ] where the resulting
discounts or other price concessions are greater than those which would have been
available had the bundled drugs been purchased separately or outside the bundled
arrangement.™ :

This proposed definition ¢f bundled sale represents a significant change from the
definition provided in the Medicaid rebate agreement. CMS does not provide any
explanation in the Proposed Rule for why it proposes to change the definition in this way
. or describe policy objectives the changes are intended to promote. Nor does CMS

_ provide any guidance regarding the interpretation and application of the definition, which
contains several new terms subject to multiple interpretations, or the methodology to be .
used to reallocate discounts included in bundled sales. The Proposed Rule does not even
reference this term in the regulatory provisions governing the calculation of AMP and _
Best Price. BIO is unable to provide any meaningful comments on this new definition in " -
the absence of such content and therefore requests that CMS refrain from finalizing the
revised definition of bundled sale at this time. Should CMS wish to pursue this new
definition, BIO requests that CMS provide additional information regarding the new

71 Fed. Reg. at 7050 (Medicaid Rebate Agreement at I(e))
52 71 Fed. Reg. at 77,195 (proposed 42 C.FR.pt.447.502).
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definition and provide another opportunity for comment before the definition is finalized.
In the interim, BIO strongly urges CMS to clarify that manufacturers may continue to
rely on the definition of bundled sale included in the rebate agreement.

3. CMS Should Clarify That Manufacturers May Make Reasonable
Assumptions in Applying the Proposed Definition of Customary
- Prompt Pay Dlscounts : ©

Section 6001(c) of the DRA amends the Medicaid rebate statute to exclude from
the AMP calculation customary prompt pay discounts extended to wholesalers. 53 This
language i 1s included in the definition of AMP in the Proposed Rule and BIO supports its
inclusion.” CMS has proposed to define customary prompt pay discounts as “any
discount off the purchase price of a drug routinely offered by the manufacturer to a
wholesaler for prompt payment of purchased drugs within a specified time. 3 BIO
supports this definition but urges CMS to confirm that manufacturers may make

‘reasonable assumptions in applying this definition to their AMP calculations and in their
reporting of such discounts each quarter. :

4. CMS Should Issue Any Further Guidance on Nominal Sales Through
Notice-and-Comment Rulemaking and Clarify That Until Such
Guidance Is Issued Manufacturers May Exclude Any Nominal Sales
that Meet the DRA Definition From the Best Price Calculation.

The Medicaid rebate statute excludes from the Best Price calculation prices that
are merely nominal in amount.”® The Medicaid rebate agreement defines nominal as any
price that is less than 10% of the AMP for the product in the same quarter for which Best
Price is being calculated.”” Section 6001(d)(2) of the DRA amended the Medicaid rebate
statute. to clarify that nominal prices are excluded from Best Price only when offered to a
list of specifically identified “safety net” providers.”™® The DRA also authorized the
Secretary to identify additional categones of safety-net providers that could be excluded .
from Best Price should they receive a nominal pnce ® CMS indicated in the (greamble to
the Proposed Rule that it was declining to exercise this authority at this time.

CMS also included in the preamble additional commentary regarding the nominal
price exception. Specifically, CMS stated its concern that “the nominal price exclusion
will continue to be used as a marketing tool” and indicated that it is considering issuing

Deﬁc1t Reduction Act of 2005, Pub. Law No. 109-171, § 6001(c).
Id at 77,196 (proposed 42 C.F.R. pt. 447.504(a)).
Id (proposed 42 C.FR. pt. 447.504(c)).

36 SSA § 1927(c)(1)(C)(i)(III).
56 Fed. Reg. at 7051 (Medicaid Rebate Agreement atI(d), (s)). :
Deﬁc1t Reduction Act of 2005, Pub. Law No. 109 717, §6001(d)(2).
Id
5971 Fed. Reg. at 77,184-85.
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additional guidance on this topic.®' BIO asks CMS to issue any further guidance on the
use of nominal prices as a marketing tool through formal notice-and-comment
rulemaking. BIO also asks CMS to clarify that until such guidance is issued, and in
accordance with the DRA language itself, manufacturers may exclude from Best Price
nominal price sales to entities listed in the DRA definition without regard to the
manufacturer’s intent in providing such prices. . |

'S.. ~ BIO Supports Excludlng Returns Made in Good Falth from the AMP
Calculation. ' .

_ CMS guidance currently requlres manufacturers to 1nc1ude in AMP returned
goods credited to the manufacturer.”> As CMS recognized in the preamble to the
Proposed Rule, this position has generated problems for manufacturers by substantially
reducmg AMP or resulting in a negative AMP for the quarter in which the return is '
credited.”* BIO supports CMS decision to exclude returns made in good faith from
- AMP* and urges the agency to retain this provision in the Final Rule. BIO also requests
that CMS clarify that retums transactions also have no impact on the determination of
Best Price. -

IV.  CMS Should Provide Additional Guidance Regafding the Various
Requirements for Manufacturers in the Proposed Rule.

The Proposed Rule also addresses a number of “requirements for manufacturers.”
BIO supports CMS’ decision to allow manufacturers to recalculate base date AMP and
asks the agency to clarify that the recalculation should take into account the exclusion of
customary prompt pay discounts from the AMP calculation. BIO also requests that CMS
revise the new manufacturer price reporting form registration process, so that
manufacturer personnel need not supply their Social Security Numbers in order to obtain
access to that reporting route. CMS proposes to adopt the Medicare ASP certification
requirement and language for Medicaid submissions, but BIO notes that the standards for
imposing liability differs under the two programs and asks CMS to ensure that the
certification requirement takes this into account. -

1 BIO Supports CMS’ Decision To Allow Manufacturers to Recalculate
' Base Date AMP-and Asks CMS To Clarify That the Recalculation
Should Take the Exclusion of Customary Prompt Pay Discounts into
Consideration.

Section 1927(c)(2) of the Social Security Act requires manufacturers of single
source and innovator multiple source drugs to pay an “additional rebate” when the AMP
for a specific reporting period exceeds by a certain percentage the AMP calculated in the

‘f‘ 1d. at 77,185.
Id at 77,181.
Id
5 1d. 2t 77,197 (proposed 42 CER. pt. 447.504(h)(13)).
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product’s base date quarter. To ensure that manufacturer liability for additional rebates
does not increase due to changes in the definition of AMP, CMS has included a provision
“in the Proposed Rule giving manufacturers the option to recalculate their base date
AMPs % ‘BIO supports this. prov151on and asks CMS to include it in the Final Rule

. BIO also recornme_nds that CMS apply the recalculated base date AMPs
retroactively to the first quarter of 2007 for the calculation of rebates. «CMS itself
" recognized the inherent inequity created by the change in the AMP definition and in the
preamble on the recalculation issue stated, “We propose this amendment so that the
additional rebate would not increase due to changes in the definition of AMP. % Further
on, CMS states, “However, we decided that retaining the current base date AMP is
unwarranted because it would create a financial burden on manufacturers that was not
intended by Section 6001 of the DRA”.®” The only way to alleviate that additional
- financial burden is to apply the recalculated base date AMP retroactively to the first
- quarter of 2007 when the provisions of the DRA that changed the AMP definition first
were effective. BIO understands that this may create additional workload due to restating
prior periods, however we be11eve this is a necessary step to achieve the appropriate
outcome. :

The text of the recalculatlon provision states- that the recalculation of base date

AMP “must only reflect the revisions to AMP as provided for in § 447.504(¢). 6% That
provision includes the new definition for the retail pharmacy class of trade, but does not
address the new regulrement to exclude customary prompt payment discounts from the
AMP calculation.”” We believe this was an oversight, as CMS stated in the preamble to
the Proposed Rule that it was allowing recalculation to “reflect the changes to AMP as set
forth in the DRA.””® The DRA s?emﬁcally changes the AMP calculation by excluding
~ customary prompt pay discounts.”’ BIO requests CMS to clarify that the recalculation of

base data AMP should reflect not only the changes to the definition of the retail
‘pharmacy class of trade, but also the exclusion of customary prompt pay discounts from
"the AMP calculation.

Finally, BIO asks CMS to confirm that manufacturers retain complete discretion
regarding the decision to recalculate base date AMP figures, and may make that decision
on a product-by-product basis. CMS itself recognized that manufacturers will need to
evaluate the availability of data needed to perform any recalculatlon and weigh the
administrative costs of doing so against the savings to be gained.”” Data availability and
the related cost analysis of performing recalculations necessarily will vary by product,

Id at 77,198 (proposed 42 C.F.R. pt. 447 510(c))

Id at 77,185.

Id at 77,194.

Id

Id at 77,196.

Id at 77,185.

Deﬁc1t Reduction Act of 2005, Pub. Law No. 109- 171, §6001(c)(1)
271 Fed. Reg. at 77,185.
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and therefore manufacturers should be able to perform that analysis for each of their
products individually. CMS’ discussion of this-issue in the preamble suggests thatis
CMS’ intent, and BIO asks CMS to confirm the acceptability of this approach.

© 2. BIO Asks CMS to Allow Manufacturers to Submit. Reports Using a
Randomly Generated Identification Number Rather than an
Ind1v1dual’s Social Securlty Number. o :

CMS has issued a new data reporting format and system for manufacturer
submissions of rebate data - the Drug Data Reportmg or DDR system. The instruction
form for the apphcatlon for access to this-new reporting system requires that the '
manufacturer employee who will be accessing the system provide CMS with his/her
social security number. This information-is highly sensitive personal information and
" BIO requests that CMS remove this requirement from the application. The application
requires the provision of other less sensitive, personal information that still will enable
CMS to identify the manufacturer personnel with access to the reporting system such that )
a social security number should not be necessary. BIO urges CMS to remove this
requirement as soon as possible. -

3. CMS Should Clarify That the “Knowledge” Requirement of the
Medicaid Civil Money Penalty Provision Is Included for All Elements
of AMP and Best Price Certlﬁcatlon

. The Proposed Rule seeks,to adopt for both monthly and quarterly manufacturer
submissions the same certlﬁcatlon that manufacturers currently must submit with their
- quarterly ASP figures.”> BIO believes that the ASP certification language must be
revised if used in relation to AMP and Best Price data because the civil monetary penalty
standard applicable to the reporting of AMP and Best Price contains an exphclt
“knowing” requ1rement ‘ .

The civil" money penalty provision of the Medlcmd statute provides that
“manufacturers are subject to penalty only for “knowingly” providing false information to
CMS.” BIO therefore believes that this knowledge requirement must modify all
representations included in any certification. The full text of the ASP certification reads
as follows: "I certify that the reported Average Sales Prices were calculated accurately
and that all information and statements made in this submission are true, complete and
current to the best of my knowledge and belief and are made in good faith. I understand
_that mformatlon contained in this submission may be used for Medicare reimbursement
purposes." > ‘This certification does not clearly qualify the certification of "calculated
accurately"” with the "to the best of my knowledge and belief" language. As the Medicaid
civil monetary penalty provision applies only to the knowing submission of false
information, BIO believes any representation that the AMP and Best Price figures were

Id at77,198. -
SSA § 1927()(3)(C). ‘
69 Fed. Reg. 17,935, 17941 (April 6,2004).
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“calculated accurately" also should be explicitly qualified by the ' | 'to the best of my
knowledge and belief" language. To accomphsh this, BIO urges CMS to revise the
certlﬁcatlon to read:

To the best of my knowledge and belief, the reported
Average Manufacturer and Best Prices were calculated
accurately and all information and statements made in-this
submission are true, complete, and current. I understand
that information contained in this submission may be used f
for Medicaid reimbursement purposes. "

V.. CMS Should Safeguard Immunosuppresswes in the Federal Upper Limit
Methodology

" The DRA changed the federal upper limit (FUL) for multlple source drugs to
250% of the AMP for the least costly drug in each multiple-source group. % In
implementing this provision, CMS has proposed to use its rulemaking authority to
establish safeguards to ensure that the FUL is set at a price that is “adequate . . . to ensure
that a drug is available for sale nationally as presently provided in our regulations.””
- Specifically, CMS has proposed not to include in a FUL calculation: (1) the AMP of an
NDC that has been terminated; or (2) an AMP that is less than 30 percent of the next
highest AMP in the relevant multiple source drug group

BIO urges CMS to adopt an additional safeguard in the FUL methodology to
ensure that Medicaid beneficiaries have access to anti-rejection immunosuppressives.
Immunosuppressives must be taken by transplant patients to prevent organ rejection;
. therefore, access to these medications is critical. Missing even a few days of an anti-
rejection immunosuppressive regimen can cause graft fallure result1ng in loss of the
organ and catastrophic consequences for the pahent

The spec1a1 importance of access to immunosuppressives has prompted CMS to
use its regulatory authority to establish safeguards under Part D for these therapies and
five other drug classes of “clinical concern.””” CMS has stated that this safeguard is

“necessary . . . to mitigate the risks and comphcatlons associated with an interruption of
therapy for these vulnerable populations.”® This rationale applies equally in the
Medicaid context, particularly in light of a recent report by the Government

™ SSA § 1927(e)(5).
7 " 71 Fed. Reg. at 77,187,

Id at 77,188. CMS proposed that the 30 % outlier policy not apply. when calculating the FUL fora
rr(lultlple source group that includes only the innovator and the first generic to enter the market.

? The other classes protected by this Part D safeguard are antldepressants antlpsychotlcs anticonvulsants,
HIV/AIDS drugs, and antineoplastics.

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, Medicare Modemzzatzon Act 2007 F inal Guzdelznes -
Formularies, at 7. ' .
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Accountability Office indicating that AMP—based FULSs would result in Medlcald
payment for many drugs that is substantlally below pharmacy acqu1s1t10n costs.?

We therefore urge CMS to establish an additional safeguard in the FUL -
methodology for immunosuppressives and other critical medications. We recommend
that CMS base the FUL for immunosuppressive multiple-source drug groups on the
. lowest AMP that is not less than 70% of the next-highest AMP in the multiple-source

- drug group. In addition, we urge CMS to apply this safeguard to all FULs containing
these critical medications, including FULs for multiple-source drug groups that only
include the innovator drug and the first generic competitor. Such a safeguard would
ensure that implementing the new FUL methodology does not harm Medicaid
Dbeneficiaries’ access to critical medications at the pharmacy level.

VI. CMS Should Address a Number of Additional Issues in the Final Rule That
Are Crucial to the Operation of the Medicaid Drug Rebate Program.

BIO believes that there are additional issues related to the program that CMS
“should address in the Final Rule. These include the proportlonahty of rebate payments
when Medicaid is a secondary payor, the period of manufacturer liability for rebate
claims, the affect of the changes in AMP on Medicare reimbursement rates, the provision
.of additional payments for blood clotting factors, and the form of future guidance
regarding the AMP and Best Price calculations.

1. -~ CMS Should Limit Manufacturer Rebate Llablllty to the Proportion
' of a Claim Actually Paid by Medicaid.

Although not addressed by CMS in the Proposed Rule, BIO believes that the issue
of proportionality for manufacturer rebate liability when Medicaid is a secondary payor is
of crucial importance to the Medicaid Drug Rebate Program. Through various program
releases over the years, CMS has articulated its position that “if a state Medicaid agency

‘pays any portion of a drug claim to the provider, for purposes of the drug rebate
agreement, the manufacturer is liable for the payment of rebates for those units of the:
drug. 82 BJO believes this position is inconsistent with the Medicaid rebate statutory
language and legislative intent and also procedurally defective as it has never been
subject to notice-and-comment rulemaking.

BIO understands it is CMS’ position that the statute requires payment of the full
rebate amount in all circumstances because of the statute’s direction that the
manufacturer pay the rebate amount defined in “subsection (c) of this section” for each
.unit of a drug for which payment was made under a State plan, and subsection (c)
provides only for the full rebate amount.®> This mandate, however , must also be read in

GAO Medicaid Qutpatient Prescription Drugs: Estimated 2007 Federal Upper Limits for

' Reunbursement Compared With Retail Pharmacy Acquisition Costs (Dec. 22, 2006).
Medlcald Drug Rebate Program Release #54 for Participating Drug Manufacturers (May 7, 2002).
83 Social Secunty Act § 1927(b)(1)(A)
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conjunction with the statute’s other requirement in the immediately following paragraph
~ that the rebate be considered “a reduction in the amount expended” - which clearly
presumes the rebate amount will not and should not exceed the State’s payment
amount.* These authorities together lead to the single conclusion that Congress did not
intend- or provide for the payment of rebates that exceed a State s expense and CMS
should implement the statute accordingly.

CMS’ position also is inconsistent with the purpose of the Medicaid rebate statute.
The legislative history repeatedly demonstrate that Congress enacted the statute to enable
States to access the same discounts for covered drugs that manufacturers were offering
other purchasers.”” At the time of enactment Medicaid was paying more than other
purchasers for the same drugs.*® The Medicaid rebate program was thus enacted to
- ensure that Medicaid paid the same prices as the other purchasers.”’” When States are
able to obtain full rebates for the drug utilization that they submit, regardless of their
actual expenditures, they are not getting the same discounts as other providers; they are
getting an unjustified windfall.

Senator Grassley, former Chairman of the Senate Finance Committee has

confirmed that Congress intended Medicaid rebates to be proportional to Medicaid .

‘expenditures, in a letter sent to former CMS Administrator Mark McClellan.* In that
letter, Senator Grassley clarified that “[f]ederal law does not authorize States to collect
rebates for the proportion of the payment made by the Medicare program.” ° He
explained that the DRA language amended the Medicaid rebate statute so to provide that
States must seek rebates “for drugs administered for which payment is made under this -
title,” with this language clanfymg that “the Medicaid rebate is only available for the
Medicaid portion of the payment.”” BIO strongly urges CMS to adopt guidance
implementing this statutory language as Senator Grassley suggested.

BIO also bel1eves that CMS’ current position is procedurally invalid. Under the
~ Administrative Procedures Act (APA), onlY rules promulgated through formal notice-
and-comment rulemaking can be binding.” CMS has indicated that it intends its

Id at § 1927(b)(1)(B)

See 136 Cong. Rec. $12954-01 (1990), as reprinted in 1990 U.S.C.A.N.N. 2017, 2108

See H-Rep. 101-88, at 96 (1990). '

"In fact, Senator Pryor, one of the sponsors of the Medicaid rebate statute opposed the drug
manufacturers’ proposed plan that would have provided a $1.36 rebate foreach Medicaid prescription. As
Senator Pryor explained, a 1000-pill bottle of a drug could be purchased for $3.00. If that bottle was used
. to fill 10 prescriptions of 100 pills each, the State could claim a rebate of $13.60, realizing a gain of $10.60. -
Senator Pryor, rightly, found it grossly unfair that manufacturers could be forced to pay $4 00 for every

$1 00 of sales. 136 Cong. Rec. $12954-01, S12960.

% Letter from Chairman Charles E. Grassley to Administrator Mark B. McClellan (Aug 14,2006).

“Id

9()Id

l'susc. § 533(c); Chrysler Corp. v. Brown, 441 U.S. 281, 313 (1979). To the extent that CMS would

86

argue that the rule is merely an interpretative rule not subject to notice-and-comment rulemaking, it would
not have the power to bind. Heckler v. Ringler, 466 U.S. 602 (1984).
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interpretation with regard to proportionality to be binding on drug manufacturers.”
However, CMS has never issued this guidance pursuant to APA’s formal rulemaking
procedures. CMS’ interpretation is thus invalid because it purports to bmd manufacturers
but has never been subject to notice-and-comment rulemaking. :

Even if the provision were valid, it would not be entitled to a court’s deference.”
Only guidance issued through formal notice-and-comment rulemaking+is accorded
deference,” and that is not the case here. Although informal guidance may be given
“respect” if it is persuaswe > BIO asserts that CMS’ position is not persuasive because it
contravenes the statutory text and, rather than ensuring that Medicaid receives the best
-price available for a-drug, creates a windfall for the States and an unjustified financial
burden on manufacturers. :

The capability to calculate pro-rated rebates exists. The State invoice form, Form
R-144, has a column for States to report the amount reimbursed by Medicaid and a
column for States to report the amount reimbursed by another payor. With this
information, manufacturers can calculate the ratio of Medicaid’s payment to the total
amount reimbursed and apply that ratio to the full rebate amount to determine what .

- portion of the rebate should be paid to the State. Pro-ration is not only feasible, but, in
BIO’s estimation, requlred BIO strongly encourages CMS to take the opportunity to
revise its position in the Final Rule.

2. CMS Should Implement the Statutory Tlme L1m1t on State
Submission of Rebate Claims.

The Medicaid rebate statute requlres States to submit drug utlhzatlon data to
manufacturers “not later than 60 days after the end of each rebate period.” This
statutory language is explicit and without exception. CMS nevertheless has stated
previously that it does not believe that this statutory prov1s1on relieves manufacturers of
liability for rebate claims submitted beyond the 60 day limit.”’ CMS has never provided
any rationale for this interpretation or explained how it can be reconciled with the
statute’s explicit direction to the contrary. BIO urges CMS to unplement this statutory
requirement 1mmed1ately through the Final Rule.

CMS prev1ously has recogmzed a need to impose a time limit on State rebate '
claims.”® At the same time that CMS stated this prior position, in the 1995 proposed rule,
CMS proposed to establish a “maximum time limit of 1 year from the end of a rebate

& See Medicaid Rebate Program Release #27 for Participating Drug Manufacturers (1997) (“[W]e believe
it is inappropriate for manufacturers to routmely, quarter after quarter, dispute rebates” when Medicaid is a
secondary payor.). . .

%3 See United States v. Mead Corp., 533 U.S. 218 (2001).

94
Id.

Christen V. Harris County, 529 U.S. 576, 587 (2000).

SSA § 1927(b)(2)(A).

%7 60 Fed. Reg. at48 460

1d.

- 98
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. period for States to bill a manufacturer for a rebate.”® CMS never finalized this
requirement, and BIO urges CMS to implement a limitation on the period of
manufacturer liability, as mandated by statute, as soon as possible.

CMS’ previous consideration of this issue evaluated a number of 1mportant

factors and determined that a one-year statute of limitations was a reasonable limit on

State claims.'™ CMS found that a one-year time limit is consistent with the timeframe
for pharmacies to bill States and for States to reimburse pharmacies. CMS also
determined that a one-year limit accounts for circumstances that might prevent States
from being able to generate Medicaid utilization data within 60 days while at the same
time allowing manufacturers to close their books within a reasonable amount of time.
BIO believes that the Medicaid rebate statute requires CMS to implement a limitations
period, and urges CMS to do so immediately. As the 60 day time limit has always . -
existed in statute, CMS should implement this time limit effective with the Final Rule

~ and as of that date prohibit States from submitting rebate clalms for periods that precede
the spec1ﬁed time limit. :

3. CMS Should Take the Change to AMP into Consnderatlon When
Setting the ASP Threshold Percentage.

The changes to AMP provided in the DRA and Proposed Rule are likely to affect
the AMP calculation for many covered drugs. These changes in AMP may have
unintended consequences for Medicare reimbursement rates, which are normally
calculated using a formula based on the ASP for a drug. The Social Security Act requires
~ the Secretary to substitute the lesser of the widely available market price (WAMP) or

103% of AMP when the ASP for a drug or biological exceeds WAMP or AMP by the
~ “applicable threshold percentage.”” The applicable threshold percentage is currently
5% but is subject to adjustment by the Secretary each year 102

BIO is concerned that the revisions to the calculation of AMP included in the
Proposed Rule could cause AMP to decrease for certain drugs and biologicals and thus
increase the likelihood that the applicable threshold percentage will be triggered, forcing =
the substitution of AMP for ASP. The substitution of AMP is inappropriate where the
triggering of the threshold results solely from the revision to the AMP definition. In such
circumstances, which could occur as soon as with the submission of AMP for the first
quarter 2007, CMS should refrain from substituting AMP for ASP. BIO asks CMS to
closely monitor this issue in 2007 and refrain from substituting' AMP for ASP where the
threshold is triggered due to the revised definition of AMP and consider the revised
definition of AMP when setting the ASP threshold percentage for future years.:

Id
100 I d.

L SSA § 1847A(0)(3).
12 55 A § 1847A(d)(3)(B); 71 Fed. Reg. at 69,680, 69,788 (codifying 42 CFR. § 414.904(d)(3)).
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4. CMS Should Reference the Separate Additional Payment for Blood
Clottmg Factors Under Medicare Within the Fmal Rule

BIO believes that the fmal rule should reference the blood clottmg factor separate

. additional payment under Medicare as required by the Medicare Modernization Act.'®

This reference will provide valuable knowledge to state Medicaid Pharmacy Directors,

should they use AMP as a basis to determine Medicaid reimbursement-rates. This

- separate additional payment, which under Medicare is added onto the statutory
reimbursement of ASP plus 6% was determined to be $0.152 per unit of blood clotting

factor for 2007.'* Under Medicare, this separate additional payment has served to
enhance patient access by recognizing the costly and unique attributes and services -
associated with providing blood clotting factors and reimbursing more appropriately.

- ‘BIO has concern that without such a reference in this final rule, Medicaid Pharmacy

- Directors will be unaware of the need for this separate additional payment and not
consider its value should they look at AMP based payment rates. BIO believes that a-
separate additional payment would also serve to improve patient access under Medicaid,
should an AMP based reimbursement model be pursued in a particular state. ‘At the very
least, BIO believes that reference to the precedent of the separate additional payment for .
blood clotting factors should be incorporated into the final rule in order to provide such
knowledge to state Medicaid departments as they determine relmbursement rates moving’
forward. : :

5. CM_S Should Issue Additional Guidance Through Notice-and- _
' Comment Rulemaking Whenever Feasible and Apply Guidance
. Issued Through Program Releases Prospectively Only.

The preamble to the Proposed Rule includes a discussion of future clarifications -
of AMP. In that discussion, CMS stated that it believes that it needs “to have the ability
to clarify the definition of AMP in an expedited manner in order to address the evolving
marketplace of the sale of drug. We plan to address further clarifications of AMP
through the issuance of program releases and by posting the clarifications on the CMS
Web site as needed:”'” BIO encéurages CMS consider providing continuing guidance
on other elements of the rebate program as well, and not just the definition of AMP.

In the past, CMS has provided guidance to manufacturers and States exclusively
through informal means such as program releases and the Operational Guide. BIO
. recognizes that formal rulemaking will not always be possible, and that certain issues do
not merit such a process. BIO nevertheless urges CMS to issue guidance through notice-
-and-comment rulemaking whenever possible to ensure that policy changes and new
developments are evaluated and addressed by all interested parties. CMS also should
_ confirm that any guidance it issues that is not subject to formal rulemaking, including

103 o SSA § 1842(0).

% cMs 1321-FC. Medicare Program: Revisions to Payment Policies Under the Physwlan Fee Schedule
for Calendar Year 2007 and Other Changes to Payment Under Part B. - '
95 71 Fed. Reg. at 77,181.
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guidance issued through Releases, Frequently Asked Questions posted on the CMS
website, and Policy Guides, will comply with the OMB Final Bulletin for Agency Good
Guidance Practices.'” BIO urges CMS to specify that its guidance, in whatever form, is
to be applied prospectively only. Where that is not CMS’ position, CMS should clearly
articulate the administrative basis for retrospective application and subject the proposal to
full notice-and-comment rulemaking.

-

6.  CMS Should Clarify that the Final Rule Is Prospective in Application
- Only and Permit Additional Time For Manufacturer Implementation.

. CMS notes in the preamble to the Proposed Rule that the Rule’s provisions
represent changes and clarifications to CMS’ prior informal guidance and in some cases
represent CMS’ first pronouncements on an issue. For this reason, CMS should clarify
that the Final Rule necessarily is applicable on a prospective basis only: Given the
magnitude of the changes required by the Proposed Rule, BIO also requests that CMS
mandate compliance with the Final Rule no earlier than four full quarters following its
publication. Implementation will require manufacturers to train and even hire new
personnel, create new government pricing methodologies, and then validate those
procedures. In light of CMS’ proposed certification requirement, it is critical that
manufacturers have sufficient time to ensure a compliant implementation effort. BIO |

. therefore urges CMS to provide part1c1pat1ng manufacturers with the time they need to

ensure this result.
* * *

BIO greatly appreciates the opportunity to comment on the important issues
raised by the Proposed Rule, and we look forward to working with CMS to ensure that
Medicaid beneficiaries continue to have access to critical drug and biological therapies.
We sincerely hope that CMS will give thoughtful consideration to our comments and will
incorporate our suggestions into its Final Rule. Please feel free to contact me at (202)
312-9273 if you have any questions regarding these comments. Thank you for your
attention to this very important matter. '

Respectfully submitted,
/s/

Jayson Slotnik
Director, Medicare Reimbursement & Econorruc Policy
qutechnology Industry Organization

1% OMB Final Bulletin for Agency Good Guidance Pmct-ices, available at

http://www .whitehouse.gov/omb/memoranda/fy2007/m07-07 pdf. -
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Issue Areas/Comments
GENERAL
GENERAL

California's safety-net hospitals are concerned about the potential impact on the '340B Program.' Section 340B of the Public Health Service Act requires
pharmaceutical manufacturers to provide discounts on covered outpatient drugs purchased by specified entities, including safety-net hospitals. Hospitals
participating in the 340B Program are entitled to receive 340B discounts on all covered outpatient drugs. One condition of participation is that a drug purchased
under Section 340B shall not be subject to both a 340B discount and a Medicaid rebate. To avoid these duplicate discounts, 340B hospitals bill Medi-Cal at

acquisition cost (p]us dispensing fee) for 340B drugs, and Medi-Cal, in turn does not collect manufacturer rebates on the drugs acquired at the discounted 340B
prices.

If Medi-Cal collected rebates on drugs administered to Medi-Cal p;aticms in hr)spital outpatient settings, this would result in manufacturers providing duplicate
discounts on many of those drugs because manufacturers already will have provrded the 340B discounts to participating hospitals.

If Medi-Cal were to pursue rebates as planned which ultimately would entail the 340B hospitals essentially passing their 340B savings on to Califoria instead

of using them to stretch their own indigent-care resources, it likely would drive many 340B providers out of the program. Ultimately this would increase Medi-

.Cal net drug costs by depriving Medi-Cal of the savings it now derives from these hospitals' participation in the 340B Program. The fiscal impact on these

facilities would be significant and coming at a time when more than half of the state’s hospitals are operating in the red and facing burdensome unfunded

mandates, such as scismic retrofitting, ) ) "

Response to Comments

- Response to Comments

Hospital patient accounting syétcms are not designed to handle the routine reporting of a drug manufacturer's NDC. Today, hospital patient accounting systems
rely on the Healthcare Common Procedure Coding System (HCPCS) to report a particular drug or biologic rendered to a patient. .

1t should be noted that the language in the DRA conference report specifically indicates that the state Medicaid programs must ‘provide for the collection and
submission of utilization and coding information for each Medicaid multiple source drug that is physician administered.' The DRA further states that the
‘reporting would include J-codes and NDCs.' As such, CHA believes that state Medicaid agencies must provide for the collection process and bear the cost for
hospitals to meet these new NDC reporting requirements. State Medicaid programs should pay hospitals to handle the system changes and new work routines
required to collect and submit this coding information. California estimates rebates will net the state Medicaid program approxrmately $50 million. Hospitals
will clearly be required to invest this much and more to ensure compliance with this onerous rule.

Preliminary estimates, which focus on rudimentary changes to hospital systems, indicate that it will take roughly 500 to 1,500 work hours to design, build and
test a short-term work around. Early estimates are that California hospitals could be required to spend $1 million and more to make the necessary system and
staffing changes to put these reporting requirements in place. It is worth noting that California s Medicaid expenditures per benéficiary are either the lowest in the
nation or among the lowest (depending on which data source cited). Requiring such an expensive, onerous requirement with no hope of recovering any of the
associated costs will force hospitals to cut costs in other areas. This could result in reduced hospitals services and compromised access to care for all Californians.

When a drug needs to be replenished, the pharmacy goes to the primary manufacturer; however, often the primary manufacturer cannot supply or meet the
hospital s need. In such instances, the hospital pharmacy seeks a secondary drug from another manufacturer with a different NDC. Therefore, the hospital
pharmacy record keeping systems will need the abihty to mciude multiple secondary sources for smula.r drugs. These changes also require massive system
modiﬁcauons and additional work routines.

During the past several years many hospitals have introduced new automated drug-dispensing systems in an effort to reduce medication errors. Many of these
systems also would require costly modifications. For example, these drug-dispensing systems have bins for each specific drug based on ingredient and dosage,
not on manufacturer NDC. There also is a human cost sinee hospitals that are interested in acquiring such systems to reduce medication errors would have to

postpone their acquisition until the vendors make all of the system modifications. And, patient safety could be compromised in other ways as hospitals lransmori
to using and reporting NDCs. i :

This proposed rule applies to Medicaid only. This eliminates efficiencies and administrative simplification, and increases costs, that comes with submitting

standard claims using standard coding systems. The bottom line is this proposed requirement requires a costly upgrade without tangible benefit for Medi-Cal
patients.
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