DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
7500 Security Boulevard, Mail Stop C2-21-16 ‘ M s
Baltimore, Maryland 21244-1850

CENTERS FOR MEDICARE & MEDICAID SERVICES

Center for Clinical Standards and Quality/Survey & Certification Group

Ref: S&C: 15-02-Hospitals/CAHs

DATE: October 10, 2014
TO: State Survey Agency Directors
FROM: Director

Survey and Certification Group

SUBJECT: Information for Hospitals and Critical Access Hospitals (CAHs) Concerning
Possible Ebola Virus Disease

Memorandum Summary

e Screening for Possible Ebola Virus Disease: the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) have issued a Health Advisory Alert on Evaluating Patients for Possible
Ebola Virus Disease. The CDC has also issued additional guidance, including a checklist
and algorithm for patients being evaluated for Ebola Virus Disease in the United States, as
well as a hospital preparedness checklist. Links to these documents are provided.

® Hospitals and CAHSs are strongly urged to review and fully adopt and implement this
guidance

On October 2, 2014, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) issued the
attached Health Advisory Alert on Evaluating Patients for Possible Ebola Virus Disease. The
purpose of the Alert is to remind healthcare personnel and health officials to:

(1) increase their vigilance in inquiring about a history of travel to West Africa in the 21 days
before illness onset for any patient presenting with fever or other symptoms consistent with
Ebola;

(2) isolate patients who report a travel history to an Ebola-affected country (currently Liberia,
Sierra Leone, and Guinea) and who are exhibiting Ebola symptoms in a private room; and

(3) immediately notify the local/state health department.
In addition, the CDC has issued a checklist and algorithm for evaluating patients for Ebola Virus

Disease, as well as a hospital preparedness checklist. These materials may be found at the
following websites:
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CDC Health Advisory, 10/02/14 — Evaluating Patients for Possible Ebola Virus Disease
[available at http://emergency.cdc.gov/han/2014.asp]

Checklist for Patients Being Evaluated for Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) in the United
States [available at:

http://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/pdf/checklist-patients-evaluated-us-evd.pdf ]

Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) Algorithm for Evaluation of the Returned Traveler [available
at: http://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/pdf/ebola-algorithm.pdf]

Detailed Hospital Checklist for Ebola Preparedness [available at:
http://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/pdf/hospital-checklist-ebola-preparedness.pdf ]

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) strongly urges all hospitals and CAHs
to fully adopt these screening procedures, particularly in their emergency and other outpatient
departments, to allow for prompt identification and triage of patients who require further
evaluation and to use the preparedness checklist to assure their readiness to handle Ebola
patients.

The list of affected countries and other screening criteria are subject to change. For additional
information and updates, refer to CDC’s Ebola Virus Disease website:
http://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/index.html.

Questions about this memorandum should be addressed to hospitalscg@cms.hhs.gov. Questions
about the potential Ebola Virus Disease guidance/screening criteria should be addressed to the
State Epidemiologist or other responsible state or local public health officials.

Effective Date: Immediately. This policy should be communicated with all survey and
certification staff, their managers and the State/Regional Office training coordinators within 30
days of this memorandum.

/sl
Thomas E. Hamilton

cc: Survey and Certification Regional Office Management
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